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G reetings from Perth, Western Australia.

In 1995, afew like-minded Malayalee migrantsin Perth decided to form the Kairali Club to preserve,
promote and showcase the culture of our homeland state of Kerala. Kairali Clubisalsothe collective
spirit, thoughts and musings of our cultural heritage.

Over the years, the club has grown in membership. In addition to routine family gatherings, we
organise mega-cultural and fundraising events. We have a tradition of donating part proceeds to
charity.

Our annual magazine, Chethana, isthe pride and glory of our club. Each year, agroup of dedicated
members spend several hours meeting and discussing the layout, contributions, content etc to ensure
aquality publication.

Chethana encourages the creative talents of writers and artists, both young and old, from Perth
and abroad. | take this opportunity to congratul ate the dynamic Chethana team for making this magazine
a novelty.

On behdf of theKairali Office bearersand the Committeefor 2010-2011, | thank all the contributors
for their time and effort in enabling the creation of Chethana, 2011.

~ ) A hesccond’s
(?’J 954/, / e

Kind regards,

Murali Mohan, President (2010-2011)
Kairali Cultural ClubInc.

Karali Committee 2010 -11

Sitting: (L to R) : Murali Mohan (President), Nirmala Mangalath, Ranjini Sathyanath
Sanding (L to R) : Abdul Razack, Francis Puthussery (Secretary), Nanda Kumar (Treasurer)
Absentees: Almaz Sddique (Vice President), Anjum Fatima
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Shashi Tharoor

KERALAM
WAY FORWARD

couple of years ago, | was

invited to address the

Trivandrum Management
Association on the subject “ Energizing
Keral@’. | found that odd, because the
only placeintheworld where Keralites
seemto need energizingisKerala. Look
around the planet, and you see Keralites
everywhere, working extremely hard,
from menial jobs in the Gulf to
professorshipsin the States, displaying
their entrepreneurial energies and
achieving remarkable successes. So
what isit that holds them back here, in
their home state?Isit resources, policies,
attitudes, politics? All of the above?

It's always been a curious paradox
that Keralites put inlong hoursin places
like the Gulf, where they have earned a
reputation for being hard-working and
utterly reliable, while at home they are
seen as indolent and strike-prone.
Surely, the same people couldn’t be so
different in two different places? And
yet they are—for one simplereason: the
politicized environment at home. It'sa
reputation that has cometo haunt Kerala.
Several peopletold methe story of how
BMW had been persuaded to install a
car-manufacturing plant in the state,
thanks to generous concessions by the
UDF government. But the very day the
BMW executives arrived in Kerala to
sign the deal, they were greeted by a
“bandh”; the state had shut down over
somemarginal political issue, carswere
being blocked on the streets, shops
were closed by a hartal. It had nothing
to do with BMW or with foreign
investment, but the executives beat a
hasty retreat. The plant was later set up
inTamil Nadu.

Theirony isthat Keralahasgot some
essential things right. One famous
study has established some astonishing
parallels between the United States and
the state of Kerala. The life expectancy
of amaleAmericanis72, that of amale
Keralite is 70. The literacy rate in the
United Statesis95%; inKeralait is99%.
The birth rate in the US is 16 per
thousand; in Keralait is 18 per thousand,

but it is falling faster. The gender ratio
in the United States is 1050 females to
1000 males; inKeralaitis1040to 1000,
and that in a country where neglect of
female children has dropped the Indian
national ratio to 930 womenfor 1000 men.
Death rates are also comparable, as are
the number of hospital beds per 100,000
population and the number of
newspapers per 10,000 population
(where Keralais ahead of the US). The
major difference is that the annual per
capitaincomein Keralais around $300
t0 $350, whereasin the USit is $22,500,
about seventy times as much®.

Kerala has, in short, all the
demographic indicators commonly
associated with “ developed” countries,
at asmall fraction of the cost. Itssuccess
isareflection of what, in my book (India:
From Midnight to the
Millennium), | have
called the “Malayali
miracle”: astate that has
practiced openness and
tolerance from time
immemorial; which has
madereligiousand ethnic
diversity a part of its
daily life rather than a
source of division;
which has overcome
caste discrimination and
class oppression
through education, land
reforms, and political
democracy; which has
given its working men
and women greater rights
and a higher minimum
wagethan anywhereelse
in India; and which has
honoured itswomen and
enabled them to lead
productive, fulfilling and
empowered lives.

And yet, despite all
these strengths, it's
difficult to deny that
Kerala has acquired a
less than positive
reputation as a place to

invest. “Keralites are far too conscious
of their rights and not enough of their
duties,” one expatriate Malayali
businessman told me. “It’s impossible
to get any work done by aKerdlitelabour
force — and then there are those
unions!” He sighed. “Every time we
persuade an industrialist to invest in
Kerala, it ends badly.” Citing the
examplesof the Gwalior Rayonsplantin
Mavoor, the Premier Tyre factory in
Kalamassery and the Apollo Tyre plant
in Chalakudi, my friend shook hishead.
“l am a Malayali,” he declared, “but |
would not advise anyone to invest in
Keraa”

This is what needs to change if we
are not to languish in the margins of
India’s development success story. The
challengeremains.
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The fact is that we cannot afford to
remain dependent on remittances from
abroad for 20% of our state’'s income
because we have such an inhospitable
environment at home. We cannot
languish in last place in the World
Bank’s2009 “Doing Businessin India”
report, because it takes 210 days to
obtain approvals and permits in Kochi
against 80 days in Hyderabad. We
cannot live with unusably narrow roads
because we lack the courage to explain
to residents why they must be widened
in the interests of all. We cannot have
one of the lowest rankings (lower than
Orissa) in per capita information
technology exports. We cannot be a
state that our best minds and most
skilled workers seek to flee because
opportunitiesfor remunerativework are
stifled by opportunistic politics.

Most readerswould be familiar with
the story of the sinking of the ocean-
liner Titanic intheearly years of thelast
century, or at least have seen the film.
For amost a hundred years till now, it
was believed that the sinking of the
Titanic on her maiden voyage from
Southampton in England to New York in
Americawas caused by the ship moving
too fast and the crew failing to see the
iceberg beforeit wastoo late. But now a
new book, authored by a descendant of
one of the officers of the ship, says that
it was not an accident caused by speed,
but by a steering blunder. It seems that
the ship had plenty of time to miss the
iceberg but the helmsman actually
panicked and turned the ship the wrong
way, and by the time the error was
corrected, it was too late and the
ship’s side was fatally holed by the
iceberg. The error occurred because at
the time, seafaring was undergoing an
enormous upheaval as a result of the
conversion from sail to steam ships. The
change meant there were two different
steering systems and different
commands attached to them. When the
First Officer spotted the iceberg two
milesaway, hisorder was misinterpreted
by the QuarterMaster, who turned the
ship left instead of right.

In a sense, Kerala's development
failure has been like the story of the
Titanic. As with the confusion caused
by the new era where sail ships were
being replaced by steamships, today
those who rule us appear unsettied by
the global changes which have moved
the economic system far beyond their
old paradigmsand theories. By opposing
computers and mobile phones, blocking
land acquisition for devel opment work,
and impeding economic reforms, they

have steered the ship of State |eft
instead of right.

The fact is that there is nothing
wrong with the ship — Kerala, its
people, itsresourcesor itspotential. But
we haveto move with the times and not
be left behind where other states are
moving forward by steering in theright
direction. Reliance on NRI remittances
will not solve the basic problem, since
remittance money isessentially personal
savings and spent on conspicuous
consumption, including purchase of
land and the construction of dwellings.
Keralahasto attract the normal type of
investment fundswhich are being put
to use by the rest of the country. This
will only happen if we are hospitableto
investors.

This does not mean betraying our
workers, but finding them work. It does
not mean giving up our values, but
adding value to our economy. It does
not mean placing profit above people,
but rather, using profits to benefit the
people.

We are seeing the beginnings of a
counter-narrative. The Cochin Shipyard
recently succeeded in building huge
Trader class ships for a Bermuda
company, ahead of deadline.
Shipbuilding isahighly labour-intensive
industry; some 30 percent of the input
ishuman labour, whichiswhat makesit
ideal for us. The workers at Cochin
Shipyard — unionized to a man — have
demonstrated that [abour remainsindia's
greatest asset, even in Kerala. It does
not have to be, as investors have long
feared, aliability.

A visit to Trivandrum’s pioneering
Technopark confirmsthat even Kerala's
past failures at attracting and retaining
heavy industry are now working in the
state’sfavour. CEO after CEO told mein
glowing terms of their satisfaction with
the work environment in Kerala, the

Chethana 2011

quality of the local engineering
graduates, and the beauty of the lush
and tranquil surroundings. Indeed, One
Technopark firm told me of having bid
for a contract with a Houston-based
company which had drawn up a short-
list of Indian service providers and
placed the Trivandrum-based company
last. The American executives making
thefinal decision flew down to Indiato
inspect the six shortlisted Indian firms.
After three harrowing days ploughing
through the traffic congestion and
pollution of Bombay, Bangalore, and
Delhi, they arrived in Trivandrum,
checked into the Leela at Kovalam
beach, sipped a drink by the seaside at
sunset — and voted unanimously to
give the contract to the Keralafirm. “If
we haveto visit Indiafrom timeto time
to see how our contract is doing,” the
chief said, “we' drather visit Keralathan
any other placein India.”

We can and must build onthis. Kerala
needs to improve its creaking
infrastructure, improve its services
sector, boost its IT exports, and take
advantage of its existing potential to
become a knowledge economy. Above
all, it needs to change its mindset.

| believe that the Kerala that will
succeed is one open to the contention
of ideasand interestswithin it, unafraid
of the prowess or the products of the
outsideworld, wedded to the democratic
pluralism that is our civilization’s
greatest strength, and determined to
liberate and fulfill the creative energies
of itspeople. Such aKeraaispossible
if we change our attitudes and work with
determination to fulfill it. God’s Own
Country no longer deservesthe business
reputation of being the devil's
playground.

1 Note that this article was written
prior to therelease of the 2011 Census.
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Shashi Tharoor :

MP from Thiruvananthapuram constituency. Previously served as the United

Nations Uunder Secretary (Communications & Public Information) and as the Minister of
Sate for External Affairs, India. He is a prolific author, columnist, journalist and is also a

human rights advocate.

Which Indian is the world’s youngest

graduate?

Tathagat Avatar Tuls of Bihar became the world’s youngest graduate
by passing the Bachelor of Science examination (with honoursin physics)
from Science College, Patnaat the age of 11 years and two months. Tathagat
broke therecord of Jay L uo of Garden City, USA, who had graduated at the
age of 12 years, 1 month and 12 days. Tulsi had earlier cleared the Central
Board of Secondary Examination at the age of nine years and six months.
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Indian Elite

Still Possessed By
Macaulay’s Ghost?

o This is a book review of “Imagining India”
by Nandan Nilekani in the context of contemporary writing on India

ord Thomas Macaulay aided

I the Governor General William

entinck in 1835 to create an

elite group of English educated Indians:

“We must ... form a class who may be

interpreters between us and the millions

whom we govern; a class of persons

Indian in blood and colour, but English

in tastes, in opinions, moral and in
intellect”.

The thought processes of the better
off Indians had been arguably under
the spell of Macaulay whether we lived
in India or ‘escaped’ its shores for
greener pastures. We pondered in our
Singapore apartment or in a far out
suburb in Perth or Sydney with that
notion of relative superiority to the
cracking infrastructure back home. We
censured India’s incompetence, its
inadequacies, its boisterous politics and
remained fatalistic that these things *will
never change’. We were paying our
respect to Macaulay, well over 150 years
after he planted this seed in our way of
thinking, implying that we are somehow
superior to those we left behind. Many
of us do not remember the heavily
subsidised education that we received
at a significant cost to the illiterate
millions.

An array of seminal writing on India
rationalises our lack of empathy for
India’s circumstances. Among this
illuminating writing with compassion is
Nandan Nilekani’s “Imagining India”.
Unlike Arvind Adiga (“White Tiger”),
who is sensational in his fictional
portrayal of all faults Indian, Nilekani’s
inspirational manifesto for India
provides a historical background from

the colonial times to the contemporary
life and analyses his well researched
themes while also recommending
remedies to the ills that afflict India.

When the British East India
Company arrived, India was 23% of the
world economy and when they left in
1947, it was stripped to 1% while Britain
itself had grown from 1.5% to 10% of
the world economy. When the British
GDP multiplied an astounding 45 times
from 1820 to the middle of the 20%
century, its Indian colony was
developing at a snail’s pace of 0.2% per
capita a year. When universal education
was being pioneered in Europe, India
was languishing with 5% literacy at the
turn of the 20" century. By 1947, India
had become a deeply divided nation
(with a million Muslim and Hindu
corpses decaying), the linguistic and
caste divisions hugely magnified (with
titles such as “brave Sikh” and “bigoted
Julaha” perpetrating these divisions)
and barely recovering from an avoidable
famine in Bengal (where 3 million people
perished in 1943; some hold Winston
Churchill culpable).

Many among India’s elite middle
class, except its intellectuals, were
ambivalent about the wisdom of
freedom; some even grieved the
departure of British. There was
widespread poverty, a life expectancy of
33 years, infant mortality of almost one
in four, a literacy rate of just over 10%
(over 90% of this literacy being amongst
the upper castes which constituted less
than 20% of the population). In a 1920
Bombay provincial election, “A Brahmin
was a hundred times more likely to

IDEAS FOR THE NEW CENTURY

WITH & FOREWORD BY THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN
NANDAN NILEKANI
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possess a vote than a Mahar”, the caste
of Dr B R Ambedkar. These early
elections were teaching Indians to think
as partisans and not citizens, leaving
Nilekani, a Saraswath Brahmin himself,
to be cynical of the “civilising effects”
that the British claimed it brought to
India. Nilekani’s analysis provides a
historical cause and effect to the
desperate caste politics that swelled
over to an independent but illiterate,
abjectly poor, feudalistic and
dilapidating India. Fortunately, India’s
intellectuals, under the eminent
leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, had the
wisdom to grant universal franchise to
all Indians, including the so called
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Imagining India

IDEAS FOR THE MEW CENTURY

“untouchables”, almost 20 years before
this was possible in Australia and less
than 20 years after even the British
women had voting rights.

“Now, contrast this time to the
eighteenth century Europe. It was a time
when everything exquisite and admirable
to Europe came from the East; the region
was at the heart of trade for spices,
textiles, hardwood and precious stones.
Europe at the time was considered so
backward that exiles from the Mughal
Empire were sent to that continent to
live in wilderness, among the
barbarians”. Charles Dickens described
the teeming places in England at the
time as “three families on the second
floor, starvation in the attics, Irishman
in the passage..... a charwoman and five
hungry children in the back room —filth
everywhere’ ; this is not about an Indian
elite berating the hopelessness of
Dharavi slums, but about England when
the East India company was setting up
shop in India.

Nilekani, unlike many of us, remained
in India to achieve hisdreams. This lIT
nerd (who credits his wife Rohini’s
compassion for making him better
rounded) is a founder of Infosys, an
outstanding software firm that made US
dollar millionaires out of coffee boys.
After accumulating a fortune of close to
two billion US dollars, Nilekani is now

Nandan ilekani
| Do ot b et et proie i e st T |

the Chairman of ldentity
(with the rank of a Cabinet
Minister) in the UPA
Government. His wife and he
are among the leading
philanthropists contributing
to admirable endeavours.
The London Economist calls
him “an intellectual trapped
in an entrepreneur’s body”.
Nilekani is credited for the
idea of Thomas Friedman’s
highly regarded work, “The
World is Flat”

While Nilekani is highly
critical of the malicious
British role in the exploitation
and neglect of India at the
most critical time in human
history (when European
living standards multiplied
20 times in 150 years;
contrast it to a GDP growth
of half a time in the previous
800 years) and their
deliberate wedge on India’s
divisions, “Imagining India”
is not all about looking into
the British for all its ills.
Nilekani’s analysis leaves the
new rulers of India in the first
four decades, particularly the twenty
years under the stewardship of Mrs
Gandhi, also in very poor light . He joins
such eminent luminaries as Lee Kuan
Yew (the first Prime Minister of
Singapore, in his autobiography) in
decimating the dubious role the
bureaucrats have played during this
time. The new rulers of India, both the
politicians and the civil service, have
systemically dwarfed any signs of
entrepreneurship to promote the
“license-permit-quota” raj which would
sustain their status in an otherwise
declining society, particularly during the
pre-liberalisation years (even now, “India
ranks well below Pakistan and Chinain
business friendly rules”). Nilekani
illustrates bureaucratic indifference
which would be funny if not tragic. In
the early eighties the bureaucrats
hindered for months Infosys’ import
licence for a 150 MB hard drive; by the
time the IAS folks approved it, the
150MB had become redundant, so they
had to reapply for a 300 MB hard drive;
a mere change of delivery address
needed many more months of civil
service scrutiny.

The bureaucrats would likewise hold
up approval of private schools in
Hyderabad and Mumbai slums while the
parents still preferred these
unrecognised private schools (with

basic facilities) to government schools,
where typically one in four teachers
would be absent each day, thanks to the
power of unions. (Nilekani quotes from
a “Tooly” study that these “illegitimate”
schools scored 15 percent higher than
government schools in maths and
reading tests). More than half of
students in cities like Hyderabad and
Mumbai, including some in the largest
slums now send their children to these
private schools. While the British were
determined not to teach English to the
masses (and limited it to the elite, who
will “think like us™), the highly visible
outsourcing sector has transformed
Indian attitudes towards English
language, which is increasingly seen as
a language of aspiration.

The inward looking leadership in the
first four decades failed India, partly
because of the fear that globalisation is
“Imperialism Lite”. Nilekani quotes
Nehru of this fear: “it is significant that
one of the words from Hindustani that
has become English is ‘loot”, and
comments: “this bitterness is not
without reason”.

Nilekani discusses how our hard-
ened attitudes have radically changed
over the last two decades, whether it be
on birth control, socialist concepts and
central planning or our anti-world view.
He reminds us that even the most anti-
computer communist has now become a
proponent of information technology as
the politics has moved from top down
to bottoms up. Nilekani mourns the
neglect of urban areas and is opposed
to Gandhi’s views that India belongs to
its villages. Nilekani disdains
“handouts” such as subsidy on gasoline
that leftists mindlessly pursue although
in effect the bottom 20% of the poor
ends up subsidising the top 20% car
users. Much of the subsidised funds
intended for rural initiatives disappear
in the rabbit hole of bureaucrats.
Nilekani quotes Chidambaram (India’s
Finance Minister at the time) “by 2007,
we have spent 10 trillion rupees on
subsidies that fund some very bad
ideas”. Nilekani’s current job as the
Chairman of Identity is focused on
eliminating subsidy leakage.

Nilekani credits Vajpayee gover-
nment for initiating major reforms in
telecommunications in 1999. Vajpayee
also initiated many infrastructure
projects including the Golden
Quadrilateral project that he announced
in his poetic style “would unite the four
corners of India”. This single four
corners project has built a similar length
of roads that India has built in the whole
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of its first four decades since
independence. The succeeding UPA
government sustained this growth
trajectory and Nilekani believes India is
at the threshold of finally “arriving”.

Nilekani will have his detractors.
While he endorses a well calibrated
affirmative plan that would maximise
opportunities, he loathes the opaque,
castiest and religious reservation
practices which would “bring a new
feudalism replacing the old”. He brands
the reservation policies of India
systemically corrupt and quotes a
“journalist who recently managed to
procure backward caste certificates for
former PM, AB Vajpayee, CPM’s Prakash
Karat and Congress’s Arjun Singh (since
diseased)- all of whom are upper castes.”
Nilekani discredits socialist ideas of
wealth distribution, however is deeply
committed to provide opportunities to
everyone (a point well argued by Kris
Gopalakrishan, Infosys MD until
recently, when interviewed by John
Britta’s on Kairali TV last year). He
provides numerous examples of how
such policies have held back growth and
prosperity even in China before Deng
Xiaoping opted for state capitalism
which rapidly lifted hundreds of millions
of rural inhabitants to urban middleclass
while also creating many USD
billionaires. Nilekani recalls the
communist hostility to computers and
private enterprise and their spectacular
u-turns in West Bengal.

Nilekani devotes considerable space
to India’s dysfunctional education
system, where most of our graduates are
not employable. A large part of India’s
education system is outdated with a
bias for parroting theory; Nilekani
attributes this to poor leadership (many
bureaucrats, not academics, lead
universities) and unions which stifle
innovation and combat private sector
participation. Linguistic fragmentation
(as education is a state affair) and
political meddling inhibit India’s ability
to bring consistent educational
standards across the nation. Nilekani is
not an armchair critic; besides
researching issues, he offers alter-
natives that would bring accountability
and efficiency. One such option
discussed is a voucher system used in
Sweden and Chile where the government
funds students rather than institutions.
As a result, one of his many prota-
gonists says: “if the government
schools are empty — as the students have
moved on to better schools- it does not
matter how often the teachers strike”.
Nilekani has the courage of his

convictions as the Infosys software
school now attracts talent from the
West; this was achieved in spite of the
many bureaucratic hurdles it has faced.

Whether it is politics, elections,
infrastructure, education, technology,
empowerment of women, uplift of the
backward castes and tribes,
telecommunications or any of the myriad
of issues bedevilling India, “Imagining
India” covers it all with an incredible
amount of research. He offers
successful remedies tried elsewhere.
Nilekani becomes passionate when he
discusses his specialty area, i.e. the
Information Technology . He promotes
the idea of a unique identity that would
minimise bureaucratic theft. The UPA
leadership was so impressed by the
quality of his analysis (in spite of his
strident criticism of Indira Gandhi) that
Dr Manmohan Singh invited him to the
cabinet to oversee a mammoth project
that would give a unique biometric
identity to all Indians; this ID would “cut
out the clutter and chaos of middlemen”.

Nilekani quotes from a moment of
Nehru’s despair a long time ago: “Are
we Indians.. just carrying on after the
manner of the aged, quiescent,
devitalised, uncreative, desiring only
peace and sleep above all else?”, and
makes a resounding response as
“Imagining India springs to life a
rediscovered India that has proved to
be the opposite, it is young, impatient,
vital and awake”.

Regardless of Nilekani’s considerable
optimism on an emerging India, which a
latest Price Water House Coopers study
predicts will overtake China as the
largest economy in 2050’s, sceptics fear
the continuing skirmishes would
undermine its integrity. Eminent
historian Ramachandra Guha, who
coined the idea that “cricket is an Indian
game, accidentally invented by the
English”, enunciates the basic tenets of
nation states and highlights the major
enemies to the idea of India:

India lacks all the basic tenets that
have defined nation states in nineteenth
century Europe and the modern states
of Pakistan and lIsrael, which include
adherence to a common religion, a
common language and acommon enemy.
India was inspired more by the
teachings of Tagore, Gandhi and its
constitution (for which much credit is
given to Dr B R Ambedkar, an
“untouchable” of exceptional intellect)
and accepts more social diversity than
any other nation state as it sanctions
no particular religion, does not enforce
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acommon language, nor does it promote
patriotism by demonising a common
external enemy. Shashi Tharoor
articulates this further : Indiais a nation
of minorities as every Indian belongs to
a minority; as she belongs to a minority
language, religion, caste, cultural or
social sect that fragment this nation of
over a billion people.

Eminent historian & columnist Guha
says the biggest threat to the idea of
India is the notion of Hindu Rashtra,
perpetrated by the more bigoted
elements of the Hindutva tribes. The
paradox is that Hinduism is often
considered far less dogmatic (unless
such peripheral works as “manusmruthi”
which ordains lower castes hearing
Vedic chanting scurrilous and the caste
abuse are considered central to the
Hindu doctrine); we should listen to the
conversation between Amartya Sen (in
“The Argumentative Indian”) and his
grandfather (who was a Sanskrit scholar
and eminent Hindu priest) “since my
childhood thoughts did not attract me
atall to religion, | asked my grandfather
whether | should be concerned that
religion did not appeal to me. He
answered, “‘No, in fact, there is no case
for having religious convictions until
you are able to seriously think for
yourself”. “Many years later, as in my
case, it did not come at all (my scepticism
seemed to mature with age), | told my
grandfather that he had been absolutely
wrong. ‘Not at all’, replied my
grandfather, you have addressed the
religious question and have placed
yourself in the atheistic — the Lokayata-
tradition of the Hindu spectrum”. With
such liberal traditions dating back to pre-
Christian era, how could Hindu Rashtra
be packaged in a similar vein as Pakistan
and Israel were inspired?

Despite the presumed non-dogma,
the risk of Hinduism being packaged to
“ethnically cleanse up Indians to a
homogeneous community” is real. Guha
is particularly pained by the forced
patriotism and provides this sobering
experience “shortly after the Gujarat riots
and when an India Pakistan cricket
match was progressing... | found while
driving home that the houses in
Mohammad Ali Road in Mumbai were
flooded with tri-colour flags while there
were no flagsatall .... inParel, Dadar or
Sivaji Park where mostly Hindus lived.
It remains one of my saddest memories....
how my fellow citizens have to shame
themselves into public display of their
patriotism solely on account of their
faith”.
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Guha’s second threat to the idea of
India is the totalitarian communists.
Many writers over the years have
questioned where the loyalties of
communists lie, particularly highlighting
the ambivalence of communists during
India’s freedom struggle against the
British or during the India China war in
1962. Even during the nuclear treaty that
Dr Manmohan Singh had painfully
negotiated with the United States (for
which the US had to amend its
constitution for exempting India from the
Nuclear Proliferation Treaty), the stand
taken by the Indian communists and that
of the Peoples Republic of China (which
tried to block the treaty in the last minute)
was anecdotally coincident. Guha points
out that “even today, the dais on
communist plenums are decorated by the
pictures of four foreigners, i.e. two 19t
century German intellectuals (Marx and
Engels) and two twentieth century
Russian dictators (Lenin and Stalin)”
with no Indian leaders (whether Gandhi,
Tagore, Ambedkar or Azad) being
offered this privilege . Dr Khilnani (the
author of “ldea of India” and a
Professor/Director at John Hopkins
University) has added a while ago that
the “left parties have chosen residence
in the political ghetto, and now is their
chance to practice constructive
pragmatism instead of doctrinaire
obstructionism”

Over 150 districts in the Eastern belt
of India are currently infected by the
Maoists who threaten the nation as no
other insurgency (including the
Kashmiri, Sikh or Naga conflicts) has in
the past. Guha recently wrote in the
Newsweek that the disadvantage of
backwards (30%), “untouchables”
(20%), and Muslims (12%) pales in
comparison to the vulnerability of the
8% tribals, who are deprived of basic
citizens rights after sixty years of
independence. Unlike Muslims,
backwards and “untouchables”, the
tribals have no political vehicles (such
as Muslim League, Samajwadi Party or
Bahujan Samaj Party). India must
remove the social evils that are critically
linked to the dispossession of the tribals
before the destructive Maoist ideology
hurts India’s integrity further.

“The third enemy to the idea of India
goes back to the founding of the nation
which cobbled together many
conflicting sub-nationalities that were,
in time, hoped will assimilate into
constituent parts. There have been
numerous insurgencies whether in
Kashmir, Nagaland, Mizoram or Punjab”.
The Dravida Kazhakam used to mark
Aug 15, as a day of mourning. Many

mini-states including the Dewan of
Travancore and Nizam of Hyderabad had
sought separation from the Indian union
during independence. British imperialists
such as Winston Churchill were sceptical
of India’s ability to sustain as a nation
state even for a few years.

Guha explains that “those with a
detached, long term view will point out
that it took centuries for countries like
Spain and the UK to successfully
assimilate its ethnic minorities. There is
even the example of American Civil War
and China’s troubles in Tibet and
Xinjiang. “These are all illustrations of
pain, anguish, bitterness and brutality
that have to be endured in nation
building. India, being a constitutional
democracy cannot pursue the autocratic
regimes of the 19" century or the
totalitarian regimes of our century to
resolve its conflicts as it cannot resort
to violence or coercion for nation
building.” The best safeguard against
such dire consequences is to harness
innovative uniting factors such as
sports (that means largely Cricket, in
India) and soft power represented by its
civil society, NGOs, our writers and
bollywood. There is no better symbol of
this than the well liked bollywood star
Amir Khan hysterically waving an
Indian flag during the recent world cup
cricket matches, which would make our
most hardened bigots diffuse their
poisonous hostility.

While liberal extremists like
Arundhati Roy (of the “God of small
things” fame) may scoff it of, a fourth
existentialist threat to the idea of India
comes from what the eloquent journalist
M JAkbar calls the “toxic jelly state” of
the dangerous and fragile Pakistan. It
trains much of its guns, the 100 or so
nukes and other strategic “assets” such
as Lashkar-e-Taiba, (which literally
means the army of the righteous,)
squarely on India. Many Pakistani
intellectuals are exasperated by the
intensifying schisms that “while our
military cannot shake off its obsession
with India, we have increasingly become
delusional and psychatic, fearing how
to protect ourselves from the world”.
These contradictions and ensuing
military strategies, for example of
attacking the bad Taliban and protecting
the good Taliban at the same time, have
intensified domestic conflicts. There is
frequent domestic violence on civilians
(against Sufi, Shia or Ahmedia sect of
mosques and on visiting cricketers) that
a diplomat recently said “if you grow
vipers in your backyard, you are going
to get bitten”. While these domestic
distractions and violence have

contributed to a decline in civilian
attacks in India (the last major one being
the 2008 attack in Mumbai), the
existentialist threat from a divinely
inspired military will not vanish until the
world succeeds in developing a civil
society there and encourage their
military to be accountable to elected
officials. This, together with the
development of a large middle class
under their elected leadership (who,
unlike their army has made many
overtures for peace with India) will help
wither away this threat.

Regardless of “the enemies” of India,
Nilekani remains optimistic. In his
concluding chapter, “the awakened
country”, he credits the half hearted
reforms, bottoms up economic power
and increasing private sector
participation (Forbes in a recent article
estimates that the Dharavi slums deliver
a billion dollar worth of goods and
services a year) since the nineties to the
far better economic and social outcomes
than ever before. Many who feared of a
“population bomb” now believe that a
“demographic dividend” is due;
(Malthusian scare mongering of
catastrophes in India and China are long
forgotten: “as late as 1970’s William &
Paul Paddock had warned of the great
famine due to an exploding population
bomb and provided advice such as :
Pakistan-should receive food, India:
can’t be saved”).

Entrepreneurs who were berated
previously have become role models to
the youth. Nilekani says, “since the time
people were allowed to make decisions
on investment and enterprise, India’s
markets have followed economic demand
naturally, encouraging innovation and
diversity and limiting the kind of bad
decisions and chronic shortages that
dominated our first forty years. Indian
firms, big and small, have been
innovating business solutions... the
inexpensive solar lamps selco offers to
villagers without electricity help shops
to stay open longer and children to
study after sundown. The community
IT kiosks ...in villages are becoming a
way for people in the countryside to
connect to India’s urban markets”, and
adds “The diversity of our markets has
spilled over into the realm of ideas™. V.S
Naipaul once described Indians as a
‘people grown barbarous, indifferent
and self-wounding’; “even this
provocative and curmudgeonly ‘uncle’
has revised his opinion”

The last word belongs to one of
Nilekani’s protagonists: “the sun never
sets on the Indian Diaspora”; this is a
far cry from the days when the “sun
never set on the empire”. o
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THOUGHT FOR FOOD: MORE SCIENCE,
BETTER INTEGRATION TO MEET

THE FOOD CHALLENGE

aintaining adequate global

food supplies at a time of

rapidly rising population,
significant economic growth, increasing
food and stockfeed demand, changing
climate, declining natural resources,
trade liberalisation and regional
disturbances is a critical issue for
mankind.

To meet this life threatening
challenge, we must adopt scientifically
sound and sustainable agricultural
practices.

Science plays a major role in feeding
the world, as clearly demonstrated by
the green revolution post 2" World War.
However, future food security
challenges will increasingly require a
multi-disciplinary approach, involving
environmental, economic, social and
political solutions. World leaders
increasingly realise that feeding the
world with diminishing resources is a
massive task and greater cooperation
between countries, governments and
scientific disciplines is required.

Interestingly, while the need to have
food on their plate is shared by all
consumers, the more affluent are now
demanding their food should also be
clean, green and ethically and
sustainably produced. Alarmingly, this
is happening as the stockpile of wheat
has dropped to its lowest level since
1980 — sufficient to feed the world for
just 12 weeks. Food prices are soaring
worldwide, while crude oil prices have
doubled shipping and fertiliser costs.
The UN’s Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) estimates that by
2050, grain output has to rise by 50%
and meat output has to double.

Population growth, rising incomes,
the declining rate of agricultural

productivity trends, climate change, and
the increased use of grain and sugar
cane for biofuel production are leading
to a competitive surge in food
commodity demand. This is occurring
in an environment where land and water
constraints will limit the agricultural
production growth. The total urban
population will double, changing diets
as well as overall demand because
urbanites tend to eat more meat
products.

As every human is a net consumer
of food, balancing the needs and merits
of nutrition, bio-energy, the
environment and livelihoods are global
concerns. For these reasons, integrating
the whole aspects of agriculture and the
food industry is important in the future.

Five Trends

I see five major trends in the global
agriculture and food industry.

® Food production must be
increased substantially by the mid-21%
century to feed a world population
projected to increase from 6.8 billion to
9 billion. The challenge is to double world
food production output by 2050, while
using less land, far less water and fewer
nutrients, while watching the *hovering
cloud’ of climate variability and change.

[ ] Economic development is
increasing faster than expected in most
countries. With economic growth, comes
a rapidly changing food preference,
increasing purchasing power and greater
demand for high standards of food
quality. About 40% of the increase in
world grain production now comes from
increase in yields and 60% comes from
allocating more land under cultivation.
However, increased future food
production must come from shrinking
land, water and other natural resources,

meaning increased productivity per unit
of land.

® Impact of agriculture on the
environment and our natural resources.
An example of this is the emerging global
shortage of water for wurban
consumption, industrial use and
agricultural purposes.

The world’s two billion farmers, as
guardians of much of what is left of the
natural landscape, hold the fate of
thousands of threatened species and
the world’s remaining forests in their
hands. Agriculture currently uses 75%
of the world’s fresh water and its runoff
has degraded the earth’s major rivers,
estuaries and even seas.

® Escalating fossil fuel price and the
growing popularity of biofuels are
driving the demand for grain crops (corn
and oil seeds) and sugar cane.
Increasing fossil fuel prices pose a major
risk to agriculture production and
transportation costs, leading to
increased price volatility. This presents
a serious issue since it takes over arable
land and diverts resources from food
production. By 2020, we are likely to
burn 400 million tonnes of grain a year
just to keep our cars on the road — equal
to the world rice crop.

Billions of subsidy dollars have
been poured into developing sugar and
grain-based ethanol and biodiesel to
help wean rich economies from their
addiction to carbon-blenching fossil
fuels, the overwhelming source of
human-made global warming. As soaring
prices for staples bring more of the
planet’s most vulnerable people face-to-
face with starvation, the image of first
generation biofuels has changed from
climate saviour to misguided
‘experiment’.
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Food prices are escalating globally, especially grains, fresh fruits and vegetables.

® The fifth trend is climate change
and itsimpact on agriculture. Potential
changes in climate may reduce
productivity and output in agricultural
industries in major producing countries,
in the medium to long terms. Several
analyses indicate future climate changes
and associated declines in agricultural
productivity and global economic
activity may affect global production of
key commodities. For example, global
wheat, rice, beef, dairy and sugar
production could decline by 2 - 6% by
2030 and 5 - 11% by 2050.

The agricultural sector must
maintain strong productivity growth to
cope with the pressures emerging from
climate change and variability.
Agriculture occupies 40% of the world’s
free land surface and is responsible for
30% of the global greenhouse emissions.
More world class scientists must be
trained in agronomy/farming systems,
environmental science, genetics,
biotechnology and plant breeding. By
instituting international agricultural
training initiatives we can positively
address the global food crisis.

Australia’s engagement in
international agricultural research and
education, through Australian Academy
of Technological Sciences and
Engineering (ATSE), AusAID,
Asutralian centre for International
Agricultural Research (ACIAR),
universities, government departments,
Crawford Fund and Non-Governmental
Organisation (NGOs), has imparted
knowledge and skills and delivered

sustainable technologies for local
conditions.

An example is ‘Seeds of Life’, a
project in partnership with the Ministry
of Agriculture and Fisheries, East Timor
and funded by ACIAR and AusAID.
This project commenced in 2005 with the
goal of improving food security for East
Timor by improved crop varieties and
technologies — critical for the country’s
independence and  economic
development. The project has already
released new varieties of cassava, a
staple food in East Timor, which yield
up to 65 per cent more than traditional
varieties.

Australia’s involvement with Iraq,
through the project, ‘Development of
conservation cropping in the dry lands
of northern Irag’, (in partnership with
International centre for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA)
and supported by ACIAR and AusAlID)
involving the training of young lraqi
agricultural scientists at Australian
universities, is another example of
Australia’s strategic involvement in war-
torn countries.

According to ACIAR CEO, Dr Nick
Austin, “agricultural science can be a
catalyst for lifting many of the world’s
estimated 1.4 billion poor people from
poverty”. Addressing the annual
Australian Bureau of Agricultural and
Research Economics (ABARE)
conference, he said, in the past 50 years,
agricultural Research and Development
(R&D) had been pivotal in lifting gross

world food production by
138%, from 1.84 billion
tonnes to 4.38 billion tonnes.

At the moment, it is
closer to a nightmare for
those going to sleep at night
with an empty stomach, and
this is something
unpalatable to the caring,
thinking human beings who
have the capacity to make
the changes necessary for
everyone to be adequately
fed and cared for. We simply
cannot claim global food
security when one in seven
people today still do not
have access to sufficient
food, and equal number are
over-fed.

Many of our global
problems, such as food,
water and energy shortages
and climate change, are
related and it’s clear we can
no longer take a linear path
to a solution. | believe, appropriately
funded and strategic R&D has the
capacity to drive agriculture and, in turn,
global food production, to the point
where food security can be more a reality
than a dream. Strong political leadership
and social planning are also equally
necessary to achieve these desired
outcomes.

Australia  has  contributed
significantly through joint education
and training initiatives in developing the
next generation of scientists,
agriculturalists and farmers - the people
the world will depend on to solve the
greatest challenge of human history -
food security in the 21% century. o

Winthrop Professor Dr Kadambot
Siddique is Chair in Agriculture and Director
of The UWA Institute of Agriculture. He is
also Associate Dean Research, Faculty of
Natural and Agricultural Sciences, The
University of Western Australia, Australia.

In 2005, Professor Siddique was elected
as a Fellow of the Australian Academy of
Technological Sciences and Engineering, in
recognition of his outstanding contribution
to Australian and international agriculture,
particularly innovative research and
leadership in production agronomy, farming
systems, crop physiology, germplasm
development and breeding of grain legumes
and cereal crops of benefit to the grains
industry in Australia and overseas.
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What was India’s first
homegrown comic book or

series?

The Amar Chitra Katha series of mythology and other
themes in comic book form, was published by India Book
House (IBH) in 1969 and sold over half-a-million copies.
The series was the brainchild of Mr. Anant Pai. The first
Amar Chitra Katha title was Krishna. Since then over 436
titles have been published in all Indian and some foreign

languages.
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1. A duck’s quack doesn’t echo, and no one knows why.
2. The “save” icon on Microsoft Word shows a floppy disk, with the shutter on backwards.
3. The combination “ough” can be pronounced in nine different ways. The following sentence contains

themall:

“A rough-coated, dough-faced, thoughtful ploughman strode through the streets of Scarborough; after
falling into a slough, he coughed and hiccoughed.”
4. The only 15 letter word that can be spelled without repeating a letter is uncopyrightable.
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Bisha Balan

TRAVELLING RIGHT

TIPS TO MAKE
YOUR TRIP FUN AND STRESS FREE

D

2)

3)

4

ravelling and exploring new places are the best

I ways to spend your vacation, whether you travel

alone, with your friends, or with your family.
While your favourite travel consultant will be able to
provide you with guidance to most of the issues below and
more, consider the following before travelling:

Health and Safety

Please consider for your health — do you have any
allergies, are particular foods a no-no, do you have an
existing heart condition? If so, check out facilities
available at your destination. Do you need to take any
vaccinations prior to travel?

Sensible checks

Check the validity of your passport. Do you need visas?
Do you have sufficient foreign currency? Are your credit
cards valid? Do you need to limit the credit cap on any
card? Provide a family member or friend with a copy of
your itinerary and contact number or email. Do you need
to take travel insurance? Ask your consultant about
where you can shop, find bargains, whether you would
need to tip or haggle ...

List Places To Visit

Make a complete list of places you would want to visit —
ask your travel consultant for brochures and guidelines.
Note down against each destination listed above how
much time you want to spend in each location. On maps
of your destination, mark out your route daily so that
you do not waste time doubling up.

Be smart and save

How much are you able to spend on your trip? Budget
wisely. Book your tickets, hotels, car hire early. If you are

3)

6)

7

8)

9)

travelling during vacation periods last minute tickets are
bound to be expensive and difficult to secure.

Keep important documents safely

Always make sure that you have your important
belongings such as passport, travel documents safely
stowed in places where you can easily and safely recover
them. Do you need to watch out for pickpockets, scam
artists?

First Aid
Carry a first aid kit — Do not forget your prescription
medicines.

Respect local customs

Very important — respect the culture of the places that
you are visiting. If safe and palatable enjoy local food
because food is best eaten where it is native. Be aware of
rules about drug, cigarette, liquor, loitering, littering, and
other possible local customs.

Carry

A copy of your passport ID page, a passport size
photograph, one or two major credit cards, insurance and
credit card contact numbers, consulate phone numbers
etc. Medicines you need.

Do not carry

Most of your valuables, loads of luggage, irreplaceable
family objects, all unnecessary credit and debit cards,
medicare card, library cards, loyalty cards etc.

10) Be wary

Follow road rules, do not use short cuts or poorly lit
lanes, do not travel alone at night, do not hitch-hike or
share taxis with strangers, keep away from any civil
disturbances. @)
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Space:

We are moving through space at the rate of 530km a
second

Our Galaxy —the Milky Way is spinning at a rate of
225 kilometers per second. In addition, the galaxy is
travelling through space at the rate of 305 kilometers
per second. This means that we are travelling at a total
speed of 530 kilometers (330 miles) per second. That
means that in one minute you are about 19 thousand
kilometers away from where you were.
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Which Indian language is the world’s oldest living language?

Tamil is the oldest of all Indian languages and also the oldest living language in the world. It represents certain
literacy types not found in Sanskrit or other Aryan languages and traces its history to Tolkappiyam, the earliest

extant manuscript of Tamil grammar, dated 500 B.C.
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Kerala

History : Kerala had become a Linguistically distinct region in 14th century

First Recorded Kingdom: Empire Chera Ruled Kerala from Vanchi.
Between 8th and 14th century -Malayalam is developed as a language under Chera Empire-II.
Kerala was first mentioned in the Sanskrit epic Aitareya Aranyaka.

Early Trading centres: Evidence shown Arabs from 8th century, Portuguese in 1498, The dutch
and Britishers from 16th and 17th centuries establish trade centres with Kerala. Cranganore,
Quilon, Alleppey, Cannanore and Cochin are major ports used for trading
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The moon is drifting away from Earth

Every year the moon moves about 3.8cm further away from the Earth. This is caused by tidal effects.
Consequently, the earth is slowing in rotation by about 0.002 seconds per day per century. Scientists do
not know how the moon was created, but the generally accepted theory suggests that a large Mars sized
object hit the earth causing the Moon to splinter off

If two pieces of metal touch in space, they become permanently stuck together

This may sound unbelievable, but it is true. Two pieces of metal without any coating on them will form
in to one piece in the vacuum of space. This doesn’t happen on earth because the atmosphere puts a
layer of oxidized material between the surfaces. This might seem like it would be a big problem on the
space station but as most tools used there have come from earth, they are already coated with material.
In fact, the only evidence of this seen so far has been in experiments designed to provoke the reaction

51




T
| Chethana 2011 |

ailzg eawallav’

©Go IDOOMONEBRUG

2 1)s)allSly] @@ 62R086)
50 H351elled alseomloym). (&ln®)
afload 2mmE®10)MIUd @RYEI0aH]
2@ 6d31ed Mmlmm)o @PWIU3
2)6OMmIQfSle). enaM)o aleRls: Gande]
ew. aslailsleajo®m)eslw]oleeoad
OO lOMOIW GRWIOS alGiY Va0
wdmleml eaio)p® allslal. o
UM GO S @YY 2l b UBHO)
MMBGal @RAIUE QAIYHOAIW al@L
@08 OQO00HE IS0 M).

GENUOB MUloW) GOW @R,
Q0o @l& 03 quaycLaow]l
@oM) (Wado  UBaH] H6)aN
GlMo. Qfleld) 06 am)aHym)
ca@d afleieeoaflen oenels
21)eM3 & UB.

“Gauo ®OWIWIE6Mo,
@ROLEMIBE) 1M 0 @RAIOHD
Om)0.” @RBYOMNICS M)P6B31.
Mad WAdmlemT  @oem
660IMOM)BBOMIBS Q)0
00S)afleinen. oD MW

GO ©S0qo 630S003
@R QI8)o (al0al®
oW lse¢latmclen)m).

al@lal@ VMMM
Mol WO ® &6
11081 al)®)m)66 @0
Galooel, @IS ®end
GQlad O GRIGE) @101
61010 ).

GRIHHYSA0, DD OIS0
mmoo®lm  @)an) AdTo
U882 )OO WIFISS oy @)
D)6lo @EMN. MOLIO QIG U6 @)
@MY B MUOUE)88 (ol al
O Mee) H19T @YUl mIw)o
aleim)o @pejaVleesmelwlclenyan).

“@2R0... GAUMAOAUOS. aleBallelosm
ad. mmgowls eI QI8e0)®.”
(nleHl@d Galqy ©0)5ladISlafleeyamo)
mes ez=oallm SH1FTO® ©mMIes
WEOO® Cald® )Mo AUSBOTOW
S1800M88 MOS8 10). @RS D&He8
)81a{1024S)00). HF1HOOM)SSO
eeabmMlen csenl1slod mlo oml.
@PWIUBHHMIWIMBS GUAHANWOIM
68303 @35lelled MaudE™] 6.

”»

“620....27 @PWIUD (I®HC)aflal.

“em0..” allgles) &Mo &)Sl. ©a10)

©®06@oMM) M| @PWOUB  qVOMIWY
001wla)). Alslw)es 6al00)ud @0l
WOAM®) OIS ME)UO0YHSW) o
s©lEd 26000} MoRIaHEMo DSHRIS)
OOg). GRO (alQyOTHUBHS @RYHOO
)5l

H6Mosles) @ymiled aEAI®1I0
BOMIE3 aBd6qls GRMACQW)o Ad
G8W)0 BENE GRISH)SM MoUdWA)0
@PMIOajjo. DOW)o HORlo ®EAMI
659ajo &laila] ag@oens myam) momvo
2)MBal H)S16WQeals @O @O
©® 18001 aBd asHWB (W o
erlano cadvqfleno 988 @RAIS)OS

ATV

0¥ alaf0S )@ MVan)}SAOWOEM

@PEWIS HAUE6H|S} O O.

288)6S (aldlajio ®)Slajio

G163 6®6e/00) @oE]
@0Mo ails@orml.

“@oal e ol o)
B@OMYM).” BRIBYFM
HOBH) ®OM). OOLOW
G &®S)o al)laf)

mloomess Gandd

all@d ee(Wwal. @Grsm

06alg). @RH:HOD) Ml

Mad WM M W) 6s
woenico. eMIeeENILNAID
em. 00468803 @loymo
Mmool GRIHH) S
MUY S)06Nnlo, VD1 1E0 2

Ganod@ lalm) 8s163.
AU8Wo aflslafldlenyan @omy
GBANODTD af)AlOSEWO &6EMNE®)
Galeal. GRIB6)SMD Al §210)
®oo@om) &IMS aljsmlo]
@)&). NVDOAO Gald@ON)Bald
#0600 ®10la] @PWIS)o.

alel  alel aWwlamo) & ud,

al0@51 & (3. alal@es)o
066 0S) O 0166) M),
al®)al @ 6qf510186) M).
Al © 61070 ) 6 aloeslw
oUSSOmeal &)218H U3
Galoeal.

aflosleal mlgled
CMONO 6Mm W) 88
VoMV ®o. Man
WAmeMIW)o &)5) 80
olw)o.

™

GR0896)56003 H6M)
B0 al}0O0D &Pl s
calee) MImne). @RAICla MW AU
&0, @YB)HU. CVB) B OSSO
®)S)O@ IRl H 3. @Al 21)5)
M@HOYMN @O TEHOOTD al)ailaf)
6 066N30P) &) (M),

B80S0 alOM) &1SeaN
80) UM oHGlS MUY 2 OmIe M
08 al0B£6)HS108 SMNICY CRIHE)
518 queiele el mlieindl.
(10 alj@OWWOoW Moal) aleileeyam
0o 1O6EBB8)0 VMR) &)0)MN) & 8)o
Salosenglod smlealsn) M6kl
©aldS)Mmem ®0Eeeqls aflealo®)

52




108 @RI ERHATICWINS 9SS
celoe) alella)).

Moz sMmoFlWIes DO)AIUD6E3
oo Ham1Wadw BO)Ee6als
GaH00)2) B3, (HMUa o3 @pel®>0
o6Bg)o aflaiee)oallend &1¥les)o
af)68B)o @)6831861SH8H) M), alOaM)
mseeyan). aoslaflglenyan alyoaloo
woaisglealss &emlo Mg alleid.
af)GMmo GMSlallSlenom8s QAYNO®
@@d 2Qg) afleid. MVaNal06BBU3 dhay
QAISOMM@20W] B0)E66q|SIC1ee)
). &18180W)o0 6msInW) )88
$)500EIMSS@B (HITI®)E3OMY
afloallwoerel0aHem1end @RAICUdAH]
a}&U8 Q6BEROS H)S0O® ME3Ee)MN).

GROBOIZOM MSIW)0 MSIODW)0
alfl0)o &SMNYGaIdW]. QUM @)euem aw
OO £86) 012188 (VB> @3l 6883 118
2181@ 6al00) O 6| S) M ®O]
GROEH)SM) COOMI. W)E0a{lomw)o
@RGR 0180 HWW)o MMIW] HSo
683 06NE10166) ).

MQUO)OSW)o allmoeal o
@PWIB)OS MSOMo. 21BIMEBBRUB al®)]
oo, agajoglomyo afleio)
OmyMN), @RE1AI0WEBBUE aldh) el
@Wee)M). allele®eldo (UI06EBEYM).
o) UMEIW@d MleeHailen)mmn).

OalogmM EROPBO}FOM al® M1
Mel@ow]. aflloed M @rWo
8)0S HOBRUWY GEMOIS GalBEm)
O@INE @I MS®) QUUDBDEN B
@PWIR)OS (AL ®1Ola)). @Alles
aflafls #)5103 @RYEOW) o @REBaH]
#0)M 80) M@ (al@]a. AGMIAO
[lelvo)} @Ta@']@(rg QUM @ ODNTD AllH6)]
SE0)HWIM alOmWes am

“mleERud MsemMog) aOEEREIEA]0
Q20.” &)1eSs Mmsmmlo)madss
@AW MBGGUWo0 M@ GRIBH)
68 ®0o HAUBMO®HMNE oSS
oS 2 OGS H)@1@MN) M1@BHE)N

UM @ uooaiwlcalss @ralud mAleesl.

6R9, (@ aleMWw)es Mowlon
0160 ©alo)@00]. @GP UM (®
o®lm) alalen@®]. 0al®Ood
@msyom 21¥le:u8 @e@leom asmmow
26levm). OMOIZ) EMIBS] MM atS
WIW. I souleeal mmm’l@a@
HS)ajo @RAUOS GRINRONWIBS.

“afleisonynoseene 1063160
8).” 6R0 ag)m ‘mel’ @Ol @
M o EmleMmo om) @AM @O s
@lalo@ETVoa0]afla)).

moelodglmymmMal all®yale
@OW)o GUDaHO Al®M] QUEWIW)o
HO0L6EBUB aleOOA]LI00® MSIM®)
>IN ERWOUTBE @RS BBB)OS
$S)a]O@3 $00500©@ oflladsa)
nzoWlay.

alGH, GRO alOM] EREBOMWEA.
af)(M)o @RSMM) :2)0162]S) H6)) M
@RAIUBSEE D) BRI IMTIGRINN
wowl.

k]

“Gauemz0 M?)@e) Galddho.’
@AW alnocomeslosss]. am @3
OS] &ISaN @RYUD MEUGTMY QULdaly
©®20W] aHe8W)o alella))  OEME
@3 m)MBail@d. 06 6®HIgW) 0
oM e@e06ME allmosal @RWIs)o.
©loes &)S1olcles)am). caudaflow)
o33 @GO D ajonlimuawlelsm.

@PIU af)eMR0ERD ailatlaf)
OHO6EMEI0) (M), @RRI0O® BOHQIMN)0
@R B0 loymMlel. Mogled B0y &)S]
©OROUOW Q06MIE}MM & 0elo.
e6nlgjo GeNIHH) 212/00m &BOSo.
B@IM)0 alS] GMIMIW GaldeAl. MVMI
@mSET® D MIS1GRIES OESHWO]
UM Ba]od...@Pr I3 BIdaiaow]
mwoiarvlay).

almcd MMy e®ola] allenz)o
@PWOUd GaHIa{lot) HTVBOIOL! fNiad
somIcalae) Allem). &ende SO
BO0YO® &oeMyamlel. aHes8w)o.
al)Q)o @clevmyo AcleITIm)0 BMIBE.
o], GRWISIE3 @RAVINA® alSGMM).
o0066malcd alel @A™ ails]
af). @MEeANRL. HoMIM Alew Mms
an). HSdslano mysslano myeiwieno
af)2jowIsEm)o alo®] EWo aljdem
2DOW)o ERWIRBIAS LOOIOODE® &186
syom]. emgllers@m alwda]
Q0@ af) OB @EWOU al}Q)o
GMoBs). HREEENIED LoeNIGla). MMUAB
oagloalsyomocm allgl. ERWOIS®
ealoflwlcaideos)afla]).

‘@m0 ag)afloswoem”’? ealegan
A).” “ml@Buwd agalesosm?
GR0H6)5603 MVodWo ®10)EMUO
G9HM)10 Ganoem MIBRITImoW].
“@Praud  agules @o @l ol ee)o,
@RBHEOMO? alj0GOMI?” G2l0B)68BU3
@I gled @ean mlan). &oad
alo@Belem Bl ndee] Wi 1wcd
msam).

‘aflefls ®)5leel @R (@8’
a1z 0@ @I AUYEO2L/0CD @Y
02l &)S)OT BLUOJAIWEMIOS
GROBO)SNM MOWORIBI0  &6NE
M@ SO} M BO) H)6E0OO160M Cald
621w

enoeemialed alleneg)o @mw6nd
@moen MmmIB. @ooo Mloem® Sam)al
MNElW)o Galol @RI al)0CEDE6)
&0S]. QIoeEBRElERISs HAISI®0H660]5
aomlellenes alludeeRio &mees
al)0COMeHHCIWeals @IS Ml
‘@) (al®adud’ osnmsﬂ%.

@R 00HHUDHE @ROYG] QUOYOEMO
Mo 8M) Galo®] GMISe0. AM

Chethana 2011

163 6aloslemm MUotd@o o loo
aB6QS)O1).

* k Kk Kk Kk Kk *

2)(M) AUBHOBTIM)EUDaHo EQI0)
GenIod MUlo) GUW®IEE @RGEM
Gatt0aflot) ©MLM0IERIBe EMOM)0
@OMWIHH6a]3). UFHISIWIW Bo)
M}ad @Yo, O af)MEe)jo MO
@IM)o BO) GaldORl BAIENEOASAM.
FMEBBUE BAUMNBE®I, GAUNRITE®O,
af)om0end OHOSWIRlls) e:06nE]
©yaM).

@Y ald 3 DO(@o ol H60)8S
af)@MOS H004683803 Aluoa1e0lay)
650610186y M @1mIsWl@d 6am)
MBOMOBHOMNE @AM GaloGlal).

“@rale® @ROTW)EE0”? MmO
eMowe]l. H09al @G S0) Mey
@) S)06Nnlo.

‘£@%7’

M0 O™ @R ®@P6M) d)S)o
OO af)MB6 alBlal@eals)OTo.

“o© 6=0#6)3Mm, ezoallend
@00), DduB”

MO aDMI®BOIMo 62l ®)0
al)ealolaj)jo @RAUOO @10 6emlay).
©@1@la] VDO GaldIO® GRIES)
SM)o @OOW)o.

em6BBU @PAICIE MIM) MmsmMe
). “@ewoglajo ag® MIRB50W.”
MVYAOL O AlOATN®) GERIBO)FOMSE)
Olaoen). “aImeajoud ageEBeME0)
M®9” MAOL@D @)SBM). MO
@elen @loleom) emissl. aalss]
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Which Indian
can calculate
faster than a
computer?

That’s Shakuntala Devi of
Bangalore. In 1977, she took only
50 seconds to compute the 23rd
root of a 201-digit number while
it took a computer well over a
minute. On June 18, 1980, she
multiplied 7,686,369,774,870 by
2,465,099,745,779 and arrived at
the correct answer:
18,947,668,177,995,426,462,773,730
in 28 seconds.
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a)oMmO0) 6aloslwo? waIgal ®)Saj)o
clean epaieal (@yem) @5 6a0a] ags)
#6)aM). Slatty) ag)S)O10) ANlBa] @)STHe)
m).) e erflal s, We two can spring
clean the house ogeamejooeaiog)l make
me take leave. ecajo, helper agomealo
MEmO. G@RAUBUO MBS MY
0g)gjocaleI®)o EMIEM ealel aflseloo.
(oqUs860S)00) &)S1ee)aM))

(261 B0 AUIE)YM). &)S ASHE] 6nI0UIEd
QUY8e)M))

a) O m@)EM... o ex=oelles
Galo1Ee)? af)O @2Oajjo allS1eajosms
mleeesm? mlem aoal agalles?

20216Wo? 202 ag)NBE (0OQJOS (UIB:GO
0188, DOAUOOEO)0 WO OaldSI®S]
Mee01o)M). Majo AUMIS)o. DEOD
©)@80.

6aloslmasL...?
yes, dust, dust

mlend @oal 220M) PENERI0? BO) aldQIMD.
@RBLORI6ES ol oo, oal$
af)edMOOE AlOD) )BT USRI 0
MEaou8 MO g BHOOIAOHEMEINO.
@ELIBICE @ @POWIERM®I A0)A
HUBH) Y00a]OS (IOEBRIME DD HUWIRIGTD)
GalIo? 80! af)emIn) 2al)SO al)oO® (M)
sWeeyam))

(@R@WEEMmINS) @BBYo af)eMm alls
HOOL! o)) HaldM@I? MOLICW...

way. @peElem am)o nJOGT?)'T?)ﬂI?_“J. ag)eoam
@R@OOM, @qlS] ag)2ldo 62108J0O).

(20m) H@O1QI)IN). H0)a] HEPS BIY)M).)

£20M)

£20m)

20)m
20M)
20)Mm
26m]

£20Mm)

oem]

£20m)

oeml

20m)

200w a6 just come. very hot (eysee)
amy)

(z=2mymewos) oh dear jamuna rest &)0aj
emoo, You look tired.

o) @0al, )@ allmeadm)o gy,
then you go and get two drinks for us.
ok moa... cold drinks.

oo 002l allgl omlwje mdewlwlea).
DSV UWBEe)emMeslano D@0 Bl
@IBo al0162fS)OELO.

I only speak malayalam to her. ee®)e 0
N3G GRAISIHS GRENOW® HEMEITd DSOM
well start speaking in tamil.

@R®), GPAIS)eS @ Molad MoaVOE]
£618/@J0, @PAIO}OS BIDYERIH @O
Mo MVOETHH)YaM).

stupid woman. old fashioned, soeajo)o
only use erg)@a]

@316 H¥leeymo old fashioned
@QEEMO?

not goats leg ers®H@d (06 o®oMe
#06mM1ee)m))

2m)m

mem]

£20M)

oeml
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(drinks - a2o@1 a@o)yam)) aoales
@RS1MBB0@8 (MV)a] 6T PENBISE D0
@R (M)a] H¢12jo8 ag)(@ MSAMOLNo HHOGD
1eleeod. (esnE ealdes)o Arinks eeo0s)
#9)am)) moales sweet drinks eresy. ice
@e@on3.

ag)0? SWeel &¢laj #)6s? awweniglmy
@ReMeal?
no no no diabetic. | want to keep fit, sweet

#sleeyma health-of maimal. wwo’leo
flabby @ry®)o

@REOWO® @O} Oloo Me| 20 ®d
e6MAN &HO00 MIM A0 Galdwl.

(2a)ym 2il0] 6@)b66)0m).)

©20M)

=0)m

mem]

20Mm)
mem]

©20m)
oeml

©20M)

mem]

©20M)

mem]

£20M)

Glald

©20M)

Gl

©20M)

=m)m Yyou go and rest. heat up the food
and eat.

ol 0oal. a1)S066090. (@R O &6
Galod) M)

R0YM 0] MEBBUY @RAIWBHS (00ajoS
Q0683013 @0 @8O oeEMAT).

yes that | bought early. @eaisd sen=Igles.

@all9oeemaEslalo Me] MIEMan?)SS Halem
M6BBOSH)OS BOTD GaldIM)EMEELL0. @RI
QHOUT @O HHINE AUMOIRNSS )6Mo.

but...

) NIS? LSWABMB BelWwogloqajemlom
006N AmMIg)o 2eIWIs8EI®] 8MM)o
SHoemyamlgjegyo?

I am tired of the two love marriages. the
Istand 3, 2" son | will look a bride my-
self.

eMowewls IO BMM)o vodlwowiee).
M@YHS BMOEHI0.

these two no malayalam culture. | want
them to speak malayalam, cook, #0803,
63021(1...@P W @3.

D HOLIOD @O o pure malayalam
BOE6 DalEOUIHN)M®. DLIWIB0 alOWI
molemmosnal  @IWJo. 66 alMIMV)o
Wo@latjo @IMOM Dafsa) 88 AR HE
)Mo £08M, 602108, HUBHINS @RO]
@M oale). afloam agejoo @R Eeldalla]
©alQEMo BHEFO. @REIUd eMOMI0EBROS
(Gatomyam)).

(@RERM®0O) ERAINYAS BO) OalGBUdo. M)
oo &lslaleaian.

(Galq]e0gjoo @S] ®oeYWIS)aM). Glald
HOO] AUEYM@) B:6NE)

yes prema you are early today.

@200 @GR ag)MBs) QILOBID GRICA

BM. MINB GWIHSHO HElS QL.
MO BM HSHH6S.

what is the reason for your head ache?
extra office work?

0lauend B8M)o ey WMo DAfeS &S
BOYMO)?

Prema you take the choolu and @g to the
alloor.
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Drain ceiddes @glensoemo? @ea@ block
®alQ))o

so what, got cleaner to sweep the drain.
ag) eala] drain- cades @glelsoemo
HS0E3 @REQIWIGRIREWHHHINE @EM
@@ IoClaflee)o.

stop arguing, do what | say! you think you
are very clever.

@REYO af) O @RIGABM d»)Sl. D aVILD
UO®IM 2AHOMO0) Oalely EMIaH6eMo.
DEajOBHIg)0... BHOOWIO)EMMI, afM1e60
S)OODOM  H06MEMo. @EYO... (ealalil
6ald@®] MEdH6)M).)

you fool... @ysog), | will tell my son
(eBauyCO®IOS al0COWES Galddh)M))
(@e&mEm MM ale)m))  ageldo
MUEMB1OF ©2100IGa[0HO.

drain @3 )qa]©lg008 @@ @RsW)o ag)ams
aloemm©® el 6®Q0Wleq oWl
DEBBMOMAUONO ) 6alQOMO! daHSo!
DOCMWBE). af)@d QAULHE). MED HAIOYBE)]
@aloseloo

(0618 Gal0)o $)ST ag)Bjoo ag)S)OD OQUWBE))(N).)

Glald

=20)m

Glald

=20)m

Glald

M0el0® 08|00 @1CL] EEMEIAOED AN
©aleMEMIaHlE6)aM). OO LOCIWOW
ajealo.

2021 ©®eaN aldE® 680} ML) ealegylem
OHOENE AUOF)0. MEOZACAIORIWLIOOD.

MmMU3 af)l® MUa0la]0 GRAIVYOS &)6S
wales HEWMO. GRAIOYOS HOQ) 1B
@U@ @ROlw)Ma). Galafl 2RIVWOISO «l0
@)M). @A oW laHlTd PRI (aIEROS
621Q)M). @®)}o 201 DoQTad.
afloomaimo mey melom)og’la(ﬁsm @®eam
cauemeam ml@enimwo

MERU8 MEJAIEIW@)EOHI6MEEL] DAI0YOS
B)0S BHIWIMO)?

OO OS88 MGOAIS) HIEMIBOIN &) MT0)
mmMEB MablEH)MO @RAIYOS BIMYo.
@O QUEYIM). MMNUBEE @EEOOW B6)
Gal0d00.(M6NE Gald)o @B GO &)
@aldd) (M)

(2omyao @emi)o GOl DO1L6)M))

o6m]

©20Mm)

26|

&20Mm)
o6
&2oMm)
@6m]

©603 202)6M1Hs @08 @O Haley)
eMmogeeMmenm  MI@6nMLA0e6M 813
CHOBo @OMMWI MAIG). afeld BONEER
glanjo @REMInlEn0. aldglo AWIBTVYo
ag)gjoo @ROIWIM 80} TV)BC] 22IWIE]
)S10W @M BMIBH6EMoO.

@Roowoelo Must obey me. no more love
marriage.

»ae) aalled allvonmalegl®l@d aflemm
@RAID @®eaN AM.

meyeoaio My son Mamunni is not in love.
©71@ 2 J@oGEMO?

oh, yes 100% ©"3aj.

ag)MMO@3 al0WI0 agMEHOIWIM M) B0

KoM
o6l

£©20m)

o6m]

£20Mm)

8)6Ns. @RWIUY MmMUB alowimMm 1w
engs oalgmlom 6BIMEEmO)0. EHIM]
@6B305 AUE)M AUl @PWIHS @eElo)m).
omaflso AUOE 80 AUEIM alosmmo)am).
)00 alo@)aM)?

good idea, any fees involved?

Dol @R EPWIBYOS GBO) TVEMMIHo...
aB® muoelemlam Galem oA Al
6o 0l1) 0 @ WO ud oalemlom
BMOBBm) 0.

then better from kerala. plenty of edu-
cated and beautiful girls.

@@ (OEIWI. @GOV EDIMIOEEBBOS...
@S0 B &)S... ag)e2IMIWE0o, GREOD
N2eMo @RYEMEIE malles exzoellw)o
&15)0. EROWIBRBIS (AIG® B0 alOWEMo.
ok bye... (cato@)my.)

AR@®OWORNo BM) EGMIBSBO8WIo.
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GRH6)
£20m)
GRH6)
2om)
GRH6)
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820m)
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GRH6)
©20m)
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©20M)

helloo...

mM6BBU3 @R®O.

603, eMOM @6eM] alO6TIS...
you are the match maker?
no .emod match maker @weg;.
introducer.

ok. your good name?

af)O( GalGOO? GRH6).
GREBO? a0 CRB6?

8MIeM®)o @L. g6} 0E]1H6)8S
eai0o. James Ali Chakrapani 21)0)H6)
equoud jac

9o. @Gajoud What IS your ais)q]?
Q)Gajo? el Qldr)a]?

Yes, Hindu, Muslim, Christian sn@@3
aggjomoen) aymlenoe allvoirvlesyamal.

&0cano... then Jac you got connection in
Kerala? | mean contact?

ag)o8 RomEm Mon®@ &MY AlyS®20W]
AlOGTTNOMES 6 GHO8SIM0W0)aN).

what aiye®o?

2eiwoge @olwles).. @RMIV® 6]
atow clear clear.

what clear? nonsense. now jac what is
your demand?

8o WAl B80) MVRYBOW GILAIMo
oh. what is your business?

2o vdles)ss businessecalpowo. @o
6003 alloan alo@oo. MeEB8YeS (Wlmosns
aloemoel)o.

I want a girl for my 2" son

(G286) &SRIVOTVS)OTD) o) BAMO af)$)@)M).)

GRH6)
©20m)

20000 adm. 0K agamo caId?

aoayerl. he looks like Mammootty. @em)
66N BRGSO BO) GaldlSO).
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cRd>
©20m)
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£20m)

R
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GRH>
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v

GRdh

mem]

(al@e#e) oD (@186 20m)S1OWE0
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what? what?

BMN)o aloemmlal. AGeMImd @220ail?
Heis aelw emiml acem=a. big com-
pany.

@PGcaoud eil) ComISAljo BI0)0 BOBE
S906m)o.

yes he got big voaquso, big car

@RBLOOM Al010aOMOEEMO?

what? what do you say Jac?

@al. G@RRIOE® A1 a00 GRID alM
«;Tacs%m)o @al0Glaj®

yes, yes, his I alainanoeainaim

ok. Oale) af)EBBOM DAIBOEMo af)M al0
AOMOE3 BRMM)MVEa] EMIBHIo.

&0! @rd’ ool avlmiled. | will tell you the
conditions. Padmini’s face, Madhavi’s
height, Shobhanas body.

0001 MHAIHOIOGES @RYOI. @REMIaH]L6)00.
aflom qLIROAI0 @RYOOEAIeRI BAIEMO?
oh! that is very simple. that girl must obey
Me. @r(@ao(@o am RI0EWI GRE:?
AB®066ME00) O)alo &Sl VO] @RERJOUD
MO O6EBBES GREMIaHIBHIM. (af)®)
GIM@IHE6)aN))

then you go and look. transport o5 &)
500 dollar cauenglaioyo @ree)?

&0l o)m).)

a00W 20M), aNOW aldds), af)OTIWELLO!
210660] GRHE). RIMGED @BBY0 af)ejow]
SO0 @REMIcH]BHS. ROME®HO ®O).

oh yes wait (@rseomWes Ealod)am))
ag)od aemloem agaflsymm 1S Relze)c
OMOOD 80} $)3)SH001OW? @0OIB0IS
ag)o0d «;@omm) QOO SM Qe alod

W6Mo )02 BaNdG3IMI B06mMla] 6&0S)
H600.

aloWoo. VO®] afloam &oemoo.

(2om) @psEw Ml a)an). ©66Qe8 60) #d
alls1afloles)an).)

20m)

cRd;
©20m)
CRH
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£20m)

oem]

£20m)

WOI ERH (HAUG RGO 06BQ@d
6&0S)86)MN).)

£2l0)896M @aN0EZ0.?

ag)ejoo g envelope @ pens

@1 @PEaoUd (Ealdd)am).)

@I ®182j@oW)o (TleERUdeE aldiw
ealemlom 66062 QId)o. GRS mel
mAG@OMO.

e»aego aem). @eaum 500 dollar auoear)
GHO06NE Galow.

@RO@IMYo allainioesssnz] alclel. @pWO
8)0s 06103 Wo0o80 G0D0(3§O<ﬂ:(!8
o6z, allSlay ealgplom 6008 S ag)s)
S600.

ok then...
(@B MWL) EMoLe] l8166)M))
Glaimo... Glalmo... bring two tea for us.
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220mM)
mulow)
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o6
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£20M)

aulaw)

mem]

aulaw)

26m]

(Glatd £>0

malls)pom @rm of®o? mleeBalod
@R©0?
w10 218al HenElglejeelo, who are you?
what is your name?

) Gald mﬂ(rwg af)®Mm ag)iles
ng)esnelgo QU] BHENE Ho6M)o.

olee). WAlS}EED® AHM BO) Ol
@REMIaHUBHOND alO6OD @) 2108616M
DG oud @REEERIS Allgcow)s8s).
2108H60? af® 210862 mallsyom DGoJoud
@REEBRIS Galo® @YESBI? GRD GRE6.
@PWINS &)5186 @RAIWIGMI?

6210)®0W15. GRWOU MMBal ag)MeEe0)
HJL06MIGRI02 1MW M) M).

agmlegeam, msaleg)?
el ag)M1eHdUD S ANRIOED @) 6 06NE.

af)B®?  HeJL06Mo @)D Alalo O @)
OBIEENZ0? MUDMBOY0, alCla] DAl B0
Q)6 BHICENEI?

@REO@IMM)2a). (M)MBEMIWIE)MM). 6B
@RYOOW)o @0 BMIaU1 8601 aloeomle) .
ag)afles @m? af)MeenIeoIS 60) cﬁa()«)éo
alO@OoMm)eNE.

ADOMO @RAD. af)MOHI00 al0@IM)
8S80).?

@PC[OU8 D GRERW)ES AHMIE) AR
el 2HemIS Galodlafls @®OMWOEEMo
DD BQJ§I6MICRIIMN?

)9 )31 @EBREM (ngorﬂ%«ﬁ? @I
@  Al0@)MOIM  @rqjyoala).
@R OEIMNE BMM)o Bal0G1GEHEN @YU
alal B0) alolo &)SlWO.

530! @ROWHS aldAICEMOI? @PEOUd
af)ODIOHOWO @PMAW)ES (WI0eNs?

ag)om @polalled mey mloo, ealddeo,
allom @om mo@g(maa»el% Grﬁ:UﬁcﬁQGTT)o

1 e80m2)QU0T 6D He)). qVlrw)ailom

emose)] miads6)mm).)
(2om) ce,ofgﬁé)cwsgm mlowyaila misyam))

aularw)
@6

£20mM)
mulaw)

©20m)
aulaw)

Glald

©20M)
Glald
©20M)

aulaw)

cauenz. thank you.

ag)Mee Hoafl caleE. MIMI0EEBEOS.
QUEeS 2oM), A6 UITW)... (Galdd)1aM))
ok, see you. (culaw)ailemos) agamo aiom
00402 af)(® alOIMI?

af)M1OEH00) HO0IMNIW &I0J0 aloWO
myeNne.

what #0000 &0050?

@RONW)HS @RSHHAII0 BM) 86O N)SS
MYMBOGAINS af)iles?

@O0 20@)EMIEWI? @RYanTlmUlal... af)amo
00} 0? og)acrmeeﬂelgo @RUVD}0?

for what see my son Mamunni?
MYBEAROOM M) &HOEMIT3.

How dare you talk like this. @raiem

ueaom)&cz(mocra @010 ag)(@ qVYMBOMO
e6emam.

MG O Yo, OQ)(TﬂG)cBG)O(Og MaOIWo
Glemo.
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=0m) what ma0o@o? agmlmo aged saoem
@O GMS] UMD ?

rulanw) BN H06MOMB. aloWIM CHSER0 &)
#06MOM @M.

20m) af)(mo MV)BOIVIW ABS)ENB? BEO 2]
Oalel) GMISHOANM) CHS AUIN@OEETMNI?

aulaw) ag)eamn & 6N20 @ @0 (O aw
G®OM)EM0?

Glald @RO®OM)o Q... GRGA...

(2om) GlAIBOW ©)B:URIW] EMIBO)(N). Glald GRS
GO BHE) Galdd:)(M))

20M) aB@®OWORN0 DGOV H06MOMB alglel. (@mn
HEOOWES EMISeIIg) =@ymo... Come
this girl want something ask her what. |
am going to see Jac. (al)}ocome &6
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Subash Raman

TASTE OF KERALA

erala, It’s a place of tropical
greens and sunset golds, a
lace where the rain is born,

and the summers scorch the skies, a
place with the highest unemployment
rate and the highest literacy rate in the
nation, a place where Gods speak
through the ‘velichappads’ and
‘theyyams’ in the broken down temples,
where the mesmeric drum beats and
‘utsavams bring the faithful for divine
intervention. “ ods own country” - the
brochures say aloud, packaging
Ayurveda and the backwaters, with the
tapestry of colors, traditions, coconut
tree lined lagoons, sun-kissed beaches
and the unique cuisine of Malayalis
offered to the world at large. Here, there’s
no mention of the daily power cuts and
the lethargic public services, the
mosquito coils or the summer droughts,
the rapacious politicians or the laziness
of the locals all of which contribute to
keep Kerala’s status as the least
progressive state in India; forever intact.

But then there’s no need to talk
about all this, because, Kerala remains
as much a mystery wrapped in secret
and hidden in plain sight as it remains a
vast unending reservoir of beauty, an
inspiration to those who routinely
explore everything around, including
the Malayali cuisine - the ods of Small
Things. And it is this last that is our pre-
occupation here.

When it comes to cookery, there are
many writers who have gifted us the
various cuisines of Kerala through their
cookbooks. Here we will focus on three
different styles in particular.

1 Ummi Abdullah’s
uslim coo ery

2. Lathika George’s The Kerala
Kitchen, Recipes and recollections from
a Syrian Christian itchen

3. Ammini Ramachandran’s
rains, reensand rated coconuts

Each represents in its own way a
microcosm of Malayali cooking. Ummi’s
book brings alive the Mapillah (muslim)
traditions of food, and provides a clear
exposition of the foundational dishes
that are usually associated with

alabar

Keralites including neychoru, biryani
etc.

Lathika’s book does the same for the
Malayali Christian traditions of cooking
which, again, in its own way, is a vital
element in bringing together the food
habits of Malayalis as it does through
the beef and fish dishes that are
quintessentially Keralite in their
approach.

And finally, Ammini’s book will cover
the Kovilakam/Namboodiri traditions of
vegetarian cooking which provides the
canvas for our world famous sadyas or
Kerala thaalis as they’re more popularly
known.

' MALABAR MUSLIM
. COOKERY

UMMI ARDULLA

Ummi Abdulla’s ‘Malabar Muslim’
Cookery

Kerala’s Muslim community are well
known for the feasts at their Ni ahs
(weddings) and festivals. Their rich
Neychoru, Pathiris, Biryanis, Halwas,
Sharbets, Baadam/Pista shakes, Date
pickles are both uniquely Malayali as
well as local to the Malabar region. Their
traditions are centuries old and until
Ummi published this book, the recipes
were carefully guarded family heirlooms
passed on from generation to
generation. This isahumble recipe book

spanning just over 100 pages with no
glossy photographs, or annotated
commentaries on the Muslim traditions
and the history of apillah cooking. If
this book had the above details, it would
have been a classic, well up there with
Julia Sahni‘s or Mridula Bajlekar’s or
Madhur Jaffrey’s classic tomes on
Indian cooking. But what it lacks in
presentation and content, it more than
makes up with some of the most
delicious dishes I’ve ever managed to
make from cookbooks.

The nelli ai matthivaratayithu,
(gooseberry/sardine fries,) ayila
vattichathu (mackerel in coconut gravy),
unna ayi (banana cottonbuds), ada
(rice based pancakes with sweet coconut
stuffing), palpathhiri and other dishes
that |1 have drooled over the years at
various friends’ places were all detailed
accurately in this cookbook and have
since become staples of parties thrown
for friends. Of course, | have jealously
guarded my copy of this cookbook and
usually even travel with it, justin case |
get opportunities to try new recipes at
the places I go to. This book is published
by Disha Books and can probably be
sourced from the usual suspects such
as Amazon, but if all else fails check out
the “The India Club Inc” who is the
distributor of this book in India. The
recipes are organised by type and
include sections for rice/wheat dishes,
Pathiris Puttus/soups, meat, chicken,
fish, vegetables, eggs, sweets, snacks/
puddings, savoury snacks, pickles and
chutneys and a miscellany section plus
a glossary. There is also a brief
introduction which glances over a bit of
the Mapillah history for key dishes. If
you were to buy only one Kerala cook
book this has to be the one.

Here’s the simplest recipe from the
book and yet it’s utterly delicious. It can
be made practically anywhere in the
world (Note: ghee is nothing but clarified
butter; Rose water is an aromatic that’s
made from crushing rose petals in water.)

Kaya Porichathu

Fully ripe bananas — 2; Sugar — 1 tsp;
Rose water — 1 tsp; Ghee — for frying
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Peel and slice bananas into long thin
slices. Heat the ghee. Fry the bananas
until it turns golden brown and remove.
Sprinkle with sugar and rose water.

Lathika George’s The Kerala kitchen

Thisisalavishly produced book with
anecdotes, history, short stories,
illustrations; colour photographs, and
beautifully laid out recipes. The book
can easily be read cover to cover as it
reads more like a great book than a
collection of recipes with all the

Kitchen
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interesting tidbits of talking doves, best
toddy shop in Kerala, suicide missions,
nellara (granaries), travelling chefs etc
interspersed between the recipes.
However, it’s not the authoritative
compendium on Kerala dishes that the
title implies. In fact it is not even a
complete treatise on Syrian cooking
missing several of their key recipes, but
is well researched and presented. The
mutton biryani here is different from
Ummi’s, but it’s very interesting to see
her complex and ingredient driven
approach in contrast to Ummi’s simpler
and process driven approach. The
Christian recipes are very good

especially for seafood including een
(Fish) evichathu (simmered), een
pollichathu (fried), een Pappas

(shredded),  een molee (fish in a
creamy coconut curry), N andu ari
(crab curry); Koonthal varuthathu
(sautéed squid), erachi olathiathu (stir
fried meat), panniyerachi roast (pork
roast), o hipiralen, Naadan omelette
etc. They are all great additions to any
Malayali’s cooking repertoire, along with
wonderful accompaniments such as
onakka chemmeen chamandhi (dried
shrimp chutney), oru Kachiyathu
(spiced lightly cooked buttermilk), Ulli

chammandi (shallot chutney), parathas
(Kerala style highly oiled flat breads) etc.
Her sections on snacks and desserts
have some highly impressive savouries
such as achappams (kerala style
cookies), cheedas (kerala style
doughnuts ... sort of), o halappam
(rolls), Churuttu (Wafer thin pastries
stuffed with roasted rice/coconut
powder dressed with syrup), Paal
halwah, parippu vada, banana fries all
of which are delicious. She also has a
fairly good section on pickles and
another section on payasams that
rounds off this book nicely.

Plaintain and coconut sauté (Ethakka
Vilayachathu)

6 ripe plantains peeled, sliced in ¥4
inch rounds; 1 cup sugar, ¥a cup raisins,
% cup ghee, 4 cardamom pods crushed.

Put all the ingredients in a heavy
skillet and sauté over low heat stirring
continuously for 4 to 5 minutes without
mashing the plantains, until each slice
is perfectly brown and crisp and the
sugar and coconut has lightly
caramelised.

Ammini’s, Grains, Greens and Grated
Coconuts :

And of course, I’ve saved the best
for last. If ever there was a true classic
on Malayali cooking, albeit purely
vegetarian, then this has to be it. It has
everything that Lathika George’s book

has except the lavish production, but it’s
decent enough. It also has the same
stamp of expertise and authenticity that
Ummi brings to her recipes, and it’s a
treasure trove of secret recipes some
from the kitchens of our Maharajahs
(Ammini is of royal lineage and grew up
in a joint family in the Thiruvan-
anthapuram Palace). This is my favourite

cookbook of all, and the one | always
turn to on a daily basis, both for ideas
as well as to deepen my repertoire of
authentic dishes. Her stories, and
anecdotes, her incursions into the
history of the recipes and traditions are
spellbinding. They are veined with rich
insights, and woven into the weft and
craft of the recipes so indelibly that we
cannot think of one without the other.
She’s more than a gifted author, she’s
also a very precise writer and in her
recipes one can painstakingly recreate
the authentic Kerala dishes that make
our sadyas such a culinary treat. The
three hundred odd pages cannot be read
in one sitting, but it does make for
wonderful evenings by the fireside as
you are led gently into the ages of old
narratives that lay out the story of our
sacred foods, the rices and the rituals
that are part and parcel of our Malayali
blood where you learn how rice was
currency, medicine and food. She goes
back all the way to the Susrutha
Sambhita, a medical treatise written
around 800BC, and also details the rice
cultivation precepts from another
ancient Sanskrit text, the Kashyapa circa
200BC, and a poem from the Krishi

eetha (farming songs) which is as old
as our history itself.

The process of rice making, the rice
festivals, rice in temple rituals, rice in
social rituals are all lovingly detailed
along with rice in many variations. They
include plain choru (boiled rice), ani
(rice gruel), thayirchoru (rice with
yoghurt), thengachoru (coconut rice),
naarangachoru (lemon rice),
pothichoru (spiced rice packed and
cooked in banana leafs) along with
curries from the madapilli (royal
kitchens) such as ari asseri (green
bananas and taro root in coconut milk +
buttermilk sauce), aamapa ha aalan
(ripe mangoes in coconut/yoghurt
sauce) and Pachasambar (sambar with
fresh green spices etc). Besides the rice
and curries, chutneys, pickles,
savouries, snacks, payasams, rasams,
podis, me hu upurattis, thorans, sun
dried preserves, desserts, festival
offerings, topped off with menu
suggestions all come together to create
one scrumptious book that will not only
make you a better cook, but also will
leave you a finer Malayali with its
nuanced details of our festivals, our
traditions, and our lineage. You really
can’t ask for more in a cookbook now,
can you? o)

Subash Raman lives and wor s in Toronto
where he does auditing and consulting for his
clients. He is passionate about coo ing,
travelling and photography.
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A CH

Tanya Abraham

ANGE OF COLOUR

IN KOCHI

inally there seems to be a big
Fchange about to wash the shores

of Kochi. Years of dormant wait are
moving into a scenario where, Indian
contemporary art will take centre stage.
For years now, Kerala artists have
edged their way into the Indian
contemporary art scenario, with their
skill and talent having been exalted the
world over. with the Indian art market
having moved up at a constant
momentum, putting aside the recent
global recession, the value of art in India
has been recognized beyond ordinary
norms. But in Kerala, things had been
remaining at a point where art remained
quite secluded, appreciated by art lovers
and artists alone, who formed a small
segment of society. Painting, sculptures
and installations regaled in the minds of
a few- the larger section of society
remained either as spectators or
indifferent to the idea of art. So much
that, when this point is highlighted,
people are surprised at the poor public
participation [in art] in Kerala: ‘Has not
Kerala, been the cradle of art and
culture? is a frequently asked question.

Things had changed after the royals
stopped patronising art in Kerala. It no
longer found sponsors and appreciators.
Traditional art forms took a down-turn
during British rule, and the one style of
indigenous [contemporary] painting
which found vast appreciation [till date]
are that of Raja Ravi Varma. After Indian

Independence in 1947, the stronghold
that the British had over this field began
to slowly diminish, with Indian art and
artists finding a voice of free and open
expression. The influence of the English
and the understanding of newer art
forms lead to the development of modern
and contemporary art schools
throughout India.

In Kerala, art colleges sprouted and
with free thinking practices established
artists like C N Karunakaran, Kanayi
Kunhiraman, K S Radhakrishnan and
Achuthan Kodallur to name a few [and
who continue to practice] threw open
the doors to art in Kerala. Artists like
Karunakaran, for example took ancient
Kerala mural painting and added a more
contemporary flavour to it. Damsels
found poetic form and trees and animals
became metaphors in his paintings.
Sculpture artists like Radhakrishnan
explored the idea of using bronze in
sculpting in a manner which expressed
freedom and intimate ideology - casting
numerous bronze figures; he expressed
ideas of nature, the universe and life
through his work. Eventually galleries
began showcasing art and artists of
varied calibre and ideas, simply to create
anew and diverse manner of thinking in
India. New names found recognition,
especially those willing to find creativity
and thought in fresh ideas, which did
not exist within set boundaries. This
meant using tradition and technology
as art, expressing ideas which are
singularly the artists” alone, unafraid of
responses and criticism. The mediums
used moved beyond expectations, often
emulating the freedom that artists from
the West dabbled with. Yet artists often
had to look at large cities like Mumbai
and Delhi which have been burgeoning
in art strength. The idea of an art market
and a certain monetary value attached
to art could be found in the metro and
galleries therein willing to invest and
promote talent. Kerala regaled in its talent

and the simple appreciation for it, almost
afraid to tread the path of procuring art
for a prescribed value. But early this
year, with the announcement and launch
of the upcoming 2012 Kochi-Muziris
Biennale, things would change in
Kerala. An initiative to bring artists not
only from across India but from the
world over (by the government and the
private enterprise), it is looking at
creating art spaces throughout the city.
So tea-shops and warehouses will turn
into galleries. Spice depots and trading
centres will not only be arenas for
business but its architecture and spaces
will become venues to project art in
various forms. Art worth millions of
rupees will be transported into Kochi
and the government is gearing itself up
in every sphere to accommodate this
change due next year. And as for the
artist fraternity, the feelings are a mix of
anticipation, hope and eagerness. The
value attached to art will undergo a shift
in the city. Investment consultants and
advisors expect it to become an
investment commodity by itself in
Kerala. What it will mean is artists will
find the means to explore their talents in
ways which are different, once a value
is established to their works. As for
Kochi and Kerala, it will become the next
to attach itself to the art band wagon in
India, perhaps even the world. o)

Tanya Abraham is an art writer and
the author of Fort Cochin, History and
Untold Stories .
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H EASY BANANA

Asha Kandoth CAKE
CHOCOLATE CUP CAKES

(MAKES AROUND 16-18 CUPCAKES)

INGREDIENTS:
85¢ butter

1 cup sugar

2 eggs (well-beaten)

INGREDIENTS: ) . .

1250 light brown sugar 125g unsalted butter 1 ts_plkblcarbonate of soda dissolved in 2 tbsp
softened mi .

2 large eggs 1259 self raising flour 3 large well ripened bananas (mashed)

25g cocoa _ 8 teaspoons milk 1 % cups self raising flour, sifted

1259 chocolate bits 1 tsp vanilla essence

ICING: Pinch of salt.

30g unsalted t_)utter softened 259 cocoa _

6 teaspoons milk 125g icing sugar sifted METHOD:

METHOD: 1. Beatbutter and sugar until light and creamy

1. Preheat ovento 190°C and line muffin tray with patty cases.
2. Putbrown sugar & butter into a mixing bowl and beat well
with an electric mixer until light and creamy. Add eggs in

and then add well-beaten eggs, followed
by milk with bicarbonate of soda.

one atatime and beat well after each addition. Sift the flour 2. Add well- mashed bananas, sifted flour,
and cocoa over the mixture and stir in gently using a large vanilla essence and pinch of salt and mix
metal spoon. Fold in the milk and the choc bits. until just combined.

3. Spoon the mixture into the patty cases filling up to two- 3. Bakeat180°C in lamington slice tin for 20-
thirds full. 30 minutes. Towards the last 5 minutes

4. Bake for 15— 20 minutes or until firm to touch. Transfer to

. check with a skewer to see if cooked in the
arack to cool completely before icing.

5. For the icing, beat together all ingredients until smooth middle.
and spread over top of each cupcake. Sprinkle with more 4. Once d_one remove from oven and let cool
chocolate bits over the top of each cake if desired. on awire rack.

Measure ingredients carefully and accurately otherwise you will upset the balance. It is important to shake dry ingredients
loosely into measuring cups or measuring spoons and then level the measures with the back of a knife. Do not pack the
ingredients into cups unless the recipe states otherwise. When measuring liquids into measuring jugs, place the jug on
a level surface and check for accuracy at eye level. Investing in a reliable set of weighing scales is essential for successful
baking.

Keep butter and sugar at room temperature (at least 1 hour before using them) for best results.

Always use appropriately sized tins as called for in the recipe. If too large a tin is used, the cake will bake too quickly and
the finished cake might be dry. If the tin is too small, the cake batter will spill over the sides and not bake properly in the
middle. Always grease the tin and if you line it with baking paper, it is much easier to remove the cake.

Always preheat the oven to the correct temperature specified in the recipe. Allow at least 10 minutes for proper pre-
heating.

Avoid opening the oven door frequently during baking. Any changes in oven temperature from opening the door can
prevent the cake from rising.

Always bake cakes in the centre rack of the oven for even distribution of temperature.
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Kurunnu irunnu

Underwater Adventure

Professor Trawnley was getting

ready to dive into the depths of
the Pacific Ocean. She was very excited.
Underwater experts had confirmed that
there was a new species of fish located
in the area. It was said to shine with the
seven colours of the rainbow. She was
going to track down that fish.

“Are you ready, Professor
Trawnley?” Professor David- another
underwater scientist- asked. “Yes!”
Professor Trawnley answered. “Okay!
Getready todivein,5,4,3,2,1,0!”

Woosh!!! The water came rushing
up to meet Professor Trawnley! Splat!!!!
She hit the water and immediately started
exploring. She saw lots of wondrous
little fish, but no, she had to concentrate
on that newly found rainbow fish.

Suddenly, there was a big
commotion with all the fish. They were
frantically swimming away from her. In
the commotion she thought she saw a
rainbow coloured fish. She quickly
chased after it, but suddenly all the fish

I t was a perfect summer day.

just disappeared! Professor Trawnley
was dumbstruck. Where were all the
fish? And why did they just disappear
so quickly? In her thoughts she became
aware of movement in the water.

The movement in the water was
getting stronger! Professor Trawnley
slowly started to swim back to the boat.
This place was starting to freak her out!

Suddenly, a huge dark shape loomed
above Professor Trawnley. Her heart
skipped a beat.”’A SHARK,” she
thought, with fear in her heart. She
slowly started to swim away. The shark
sensed the movement and bared it’s
teeth. It started to swim towards her. And
then only did Professor Trawnley get
the real shock.

Professor Trawnley gasped! It was
unbelievable! The shark that was about
to attack her- shone with the seven
colours of the rainbow!!!! The rainbow
fish wasn’t a fish, but a shark!

The rainbow shark was now coming
towards Professor Trawnley. She knew

My Excursion
To The Perth
Hills Centre

she couldn’t outswim a shark, but that
seemed the only way to survive! She
started to swim for her life. The shark
followed. The chase was on!

Professor Trawnley was tiring out!
The chase had been going on for a few
minutes now.

The shark was gaining on her, but
fear drove her on. Finally, she stopped,
exhausted. She closed her eyes, and
waited for her death.

She waited there for a long time. Too
long, she thought. She opened her eyes
acrack, and saw the shark’s huge gaping
jaws! She screamed and tucked herself
tightly into a ball. The shark nudged her.
Itdid itagain, and again, and again, and
again. Finally, the sixth time, Professor
Trawnley opened her eyes and stared.
The shark was looking at her. But it
made no move to attack. Instead, it came
and nuzzled up to her. Professor
Trawnley was shocked! Not only was
the shark of rainbow colours, it was also
avegetarian!!! o

Devanarayan Venugopal
Year 2

I was always interested
in Aboriginal history. So |
went to the library and
books about
class was really lucky
to the Perth Hills Centre.

On Tuesday April 5""the big bus arrived, me
and my friends were really excited and we could not wait to
get to the Centre. We were very hot, there was no air
conditioning and we had to stay in the bus for 1 hour. As
soon as we got off the bus we went to a spot and sat down.
After some time three people working in the centre came. The
people said a lot of information about Aboriginals and after
that we had recess.

After recess we were put in groups of 6 students, then we
got our teachers. There were 3 groups, so 3 teachers
altogether. My teacher’s name was Mr. Tea. We made

borrowed two
Aboriginals. My
as we had an excursion

necklaces with honky nuts. We put the honky nut on the
necklace and we painted them. Then we put them to dry.
Then we made hand prints on to a piece of cloth and we put
our initials with a felt tip pen. My initials were D.V.

After painting, we had lunch. Then my group went
hunting. They gave us stuffed animals to hunt. My group
found a real turtle shell. We found all of the things to find.
After the excursion my teacher explained about the lifestyle
of Aboriginals. Aboriginal men use spears and boomerangs.
Aboriginal women use digging sticks as tools.

That was a great day and | really enjoyed that day, | also
learnt a lot of things about Aboriginals. My favourite thing
about the day was when they taught us that Aboriginals can
sing “head, shoulders, knees and toes” in their Aboriginal
language. Now | respect the Aboriginal culture because |
know a lot more about them. I really wish that I could go to
Perth Hills centre again. o
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Sanyukta Nair
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One bright morning, a girl called Laura went to
purchase a book with her little brother Ryan. When
she reached Collins, she was amazed at the
amount of books in there . She took a lucky dip
and chose a purple book. She happily bought it.

When she reached home, she quizzed Ryan. “This
books is very strange. It has no title and nothing
inside it!”. “It must be a notebook,”

replied Ryan in a scared voice.

The next day when Laura opened the book there

Year 4

The Strange

Purple Boo

There they were lost on a delicious fruit island!
“Awesome!!” they said simultaneously. Everyday
they would eat fruit and play with the monkeys.

One day the book just randomly blew up. Now they
were completely lost! It grew darker and darker.
Suddenly they heard the sound of two beautiful
dolphin’s singing. Laura quietly said to her brother,
“Hey, this is our way out” Both of them jumped
onto the dolphin’s tail and off they rode back home.

On the way home, Ryan started snoring and so did

Laura. When they woke up, right in front of them

was an island and on that island was a beach. “This is
the beach we swim in everyday!” screamed Laura
happily! They ran to their mother and father and

told them the whole story, about how they broke the
She was shocked and opened it again. Suddenly spell.

both Laura and Ryan were sucked into a misty,
tropical island.

were suddenly many pictures. She shouted, “Ryan!
What did you do to my book?”

Ryan was scared and said in a tiny voice, “It
wasn’t me! It’s the book.”

Laura and Ryan had hot chocolate with
marshmallows on top, sitting in front of the fire. It
felt heart warming to be back with their family. )

Thanks Mum and Dad for holding my hand,
Thanks for giving me life.

Thanks for buying me the groovy brands,
Kiran Kandoth Thanks for showing me my future wife!
Year 8 Even though I’ve given you tears,
Thank you sincerely for all those years.

So many years you paid my fees,

Even when | didn’t study

I know it took me so long to get a degree
It was because my head was muddy!

I was tempted by all those beers,

But eventually managed to stay clear.
Thank you sincerely for all those years.

Now that I am a qualified miner,

I can see my new future.

Now I’ve become a big buyer

I can see that I*ve become richer.

But at the end I’ve never forgotten your loving tears.
Thank you sincerely for all those years.

O]




Krishna Suresh
Year5
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THE DESERTED BOY

twinkling stars and full moon in

the sky, a huge cruise ship was
sailing in the wavy Pacific Ocean. Inside
the cruise ship a ten-year-old innocent
boy, Harry and his family were travelling.
Harry had his bunker bed near a window,
through which he could look out. As the
view from the window was monotonous,
Harry decided to go outside to the deck,
thinking that he could enjoy the nice
breeze.

While he looked at the ocean and
enjoyed the cool breeze, he could see a
sizable wave approaching towards the
ship. Within no time, the huge wave
crashed against the ship. The ship
jerked abruptly and Harry was thrown
away from the ship into the choppy
seas. His father saw Harry flying off the
ship and dashed to the deck to save his
most beloved son, but he was too late.
Harry was caught on a wave and drifted
vigorously away, from the ship, into the
deep ocean . By that time Harry’s mother,
who was sleeping, came to the deck
feeling that something strange was
happening. Her husband explained
everything that happened and con-

I t was a calm silent night with

cluded how Harry was thrown away from
the deck. As she heard the news Harry’s
mom fainted and was taken to the first
aid room in the cruise ship.

The next day as Harry woke up he
could only remember that a dolphin
saved his life from the ocean. He looked
around and realised that he was in a
deserted island. He was very tired and
upset. He missed his family terribly and
felt so lonely. He was starving and had
nothing to eat or drink. It was a scary
island with primitive humans and wild
animals.

As he wandered around, he found a
large box. It was just like a mystery box.
He opened the lid and read a note with
instructions. It said “Pull the lever to
make the glider”. Harry pulled the lever
and out came lots of tools and metal
pieces. He read and understood how to
make the glider. He combined and
screwed the parts and out came a huge
glider with wings and engine. Harry
hopped in and turned the key, and
pushed the red button on the dash
board. But Harry was very unsure how
he was going to fly a glider, since it was
the first time he was going to do it. He

followed the instructions and whispered
to himself, *“Hope it’s going to work,
hope it’s going to work.” Slowly the
glider started moving. He slowly took
off and had a small test flight. Everything
was working well. He tried to put the
radio on, “no signal” was displayed.
Then Harry saw a button called “turbo
boost”. He checked the instructions it
said nothing about turbo boost. Harry
kept on praying to God that nothing bad
should happen. He pushed another
button and the glider was flying as fast
as a rocket, with lightning speed Harry’s
face looked very unusual with his mouth
wide open and his hair all messy. He
pushed the same button and came to
his normal speed. Then he saw a ship
down below and landed his glider
carefully on the deck of the ship. It said
AVIS Travels and he thought it was the
ship his Dad was in. He looked inside
and saw his mum and dad. He ran up to
them to give them a hug that lasted for a
long time. His parents took him inside
and dried his head and feet. As he was
starving, he had his lunch and soon he
fell asleep. That afternoon he had the
best sleep ever. o

Reading

Vishnu Mangalath
Year9

People read during
the day

and

People read

during the night
Like quiet turtles
and they

wear out their lives
Reading during the
day and

Reading during the
night
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Hridya Sachidanandan
Year 8

The Bermuda Trlangle

he ocean has a huge share of
‘Unsolved Mysteries’.

Hundreds of people vanish at
sea every year. One area in particular has
a very bad reputation for swallowing
people up. The Bermuda Triangle sends
up a shiver down the spine of many
sailors and pilots alike, not knowing
whether they will return or not...

The imaginary area between Miami,
Bermuda and Puerto Rico, covering
roughly 500,000 square miles, holds
many strange secrets. In just the past
100 years, more than 200 planes and 50
ships have disappeared in the Bermuda
Triangle. Nothing has been found of the
vessels, or of about a thousand other
people who also seemed to have
disappeared into the mysterious depths
of the Bermuda Triangle.

Mysterious disappearances do not
only include ships or other vessels at
sea. One of the most famous air
mysteries of the Bermuda Triangle is the
mystery of Flight 19.

A group of five Avenger Torpedo
bombers (Air Force) set out on their
training flight in 1945. After a while,
distress signals came from the planes
including notes about compasses not
working. Soon, the five flights lost
contact with the control tower despite
the fact that those that were there could
hear messages given between the five
planes. Distorted messages were heard
at the control tower including that they
did not know where they were and that
fuel was beginning to run low. Their last
message was that they were entering
white water. They were never to be seen
again. Even the vast rescue plane,
Mariner Flying Boat had disappeared
without a trace. The mystery remains
unsolved...

The mystery of the USS Cyclops
holds the record for the largest loss of
life in the U.S. Naval History. The whole
ship was simply lost at sea along with
its 306 crew and passengers, without a
trace. The ship’s fate is a mystery that
remains to be solved to this day. No
wreckage of this huge vessel has ever
been found.

Mysteries of the Bermuda Triangle
do not end there. There aren’t only

v
u,

disappearances that occur in the
Bermuda Triangle, there have also been
accounts of time traveling, the most
famous being the Fog. Bruce Gernon,
an experienced pilot familiar with the
surroundings of Florida and the
Bahamas, took flight on the 4" of
December 1970. Just as with the other
cases in the Bermuda Triangle, Bruce
also notes that compasses and other
electronic equipment began
malfunctioning. Soon after take off,
Bruce noticed an elliptical cloud. This
cloud is what he would later realize and
call the electronic fog. Upon entering
the cloud, they witnessed an eerie
spectacle. It became dark without any
rain or lightning. Just as Bruce had
realized that the cloud that they had
entered was actually a doughnut-
shaped cloud and that they were like
caged animals with no way left, right,
under or over, a tunnel appeared ahead
of them. Bruce accelerated, charging
towards the exit that was now their only
hope.

Just as they reached the end of the
tunnel, Bruce recalls something
extremely baffling, ‘For about five
seconds, | had the feeling of
weightlessness and an increased
forward momentum. When I looked back,
I gasped to see the tunnel walls collapse
and form a slit that rotated clockwise.’

Landing safely in Miami Beach,
Bruce checked his watch and realized
that their trip had taken a little less than
47 minutes, when even a direct flight
would’ve taken at least 75 minutes. It
should’ve taken about 4 minutes to
travel through the tunnel, which
appeared to be around 10-15 miles long.
The remarkable thing was that they did
not come out 90 miles away from Miami,
as they should have. They had traveled
through 100 miles of space and 30
minutes of time, in a little more than 3
minutes...

Theories of the mysteries in the
Bermuda Triangle vary greatly. Some
include: sea monsters, time warps,
supernatural powers at work, the lost
city of Atlantis, parallel worlds and alien
abductions. Though all of these theories
may not be true, till the mysteries are
solved they continue to be a chance,
which may make way for a whole new
strand of endless possibilities!

Many people believe that the
Bermuda Triangle is a myth and that
each so-called ‘Mystery of the Bermuda
Triangle” has a simple, logical meaning
to it. All this may be true. All we can do
now is wait, either for the ominous
Bermuda Triangle to reveal itself, or for
the many unsolved mysteries to unravel
themselves. In the meantime, we can
discuss different opinions, suggest
different (possibly imaginative) theories
and hope for the best... o




AshithaNair
Year 10

Navaneeth Nanda
Year 2
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Vaishnavi Sidharth
Year 10

THE LAST SONG

The doors flew open as the hospital staff rushed a blood drenched stretcher into the operation theatre.
A sense of panic evident on their faces as the award-winning singer, Bianca, struggled for her life.
Her grieving manager, running beside her, cried WH  IANCA, WH

ianca loo ed to the bright lights of o0s Angeles from her hotel as the cool air brushed against her.
A cloud of smo e drifted away from her pale face as she smiled into the distance,
She felt invincible as she leaned against the balcony rails.
The door opened, it was onique, iancas manager.
ianca, Elle maga ine will be here in onique paused as she saw ianca, e careful on those rails
ou thin I m gonna do something stupid  sarcasm fluent in iancas tone.
Stop wasting time, get ready for the interview onique said, almost losing her patience as she left the room.
ianca muttered under her breath and hesitantly started preparing for the interview.

ianca applied a final coat of ma eup, attempting to hide her tired e pression.
As she finished, a loud noc echoed through her bathroom.
She ran to answer the door and found an elegantly dressed lady.
Hello, ianca | mfrom Elle maga ine she said politely, Call me ichelle,
Hi ichelle, ianca said as she welcomed her in.

So, this is our final question, ichelle said as the evening turned to night, the rammy awards are tomorrow. Are you
hoping to win any from the five nominations
I d be luc y to win one, ianca replied blan ly.
Talented and modest, ichelle smiled as she too notes.
ianca glanced over to the cloc and heaved a large yawn.
ou seem e hausted ichelle said, The et lag must be quite a struggle
ou could also say that, ianca smiled ironically
Anyway, | would li e to than you for your time and wish you the best for tomorrow, ichelle said.
They shoo hands as ianca wal ed her to the door.
| forgot to mention,  ichelle said hastily | noticed a burn mar on your forearm, it loo s serious,
ianca pulled her sleeve down, suddenly feeling e posed but assured ichelle it was alright.
She waved a final goodbye and didn t thin twice before she raced to bed.

eeeep the alarm cloc shrie ed at A
ianca was already awa e, ga ing at the sunless s y with a smo ing oint in her hand.
She panic ed as the door opened une pectedly it was onique.
ianca, the red carpet starts at 2, get ready onique said as she browsed through her PDA.
ianca remained quiet.
Is that mari uana onique said as she loo ed at ianca, | thought you got over your addiction
Well, 1 guess you re WR N as usual ianca said slowly heating up.
onique lost her patience, ou ve got to understand you re putting your whole career and health in eopardy
Well, I m not a child anymore | can ma e my own decisions
Not everything is about you | m waiting for the day you realise that onique screamed as she made an angered e it.
ianca lit another oint.
“Is she alright?” Monique asked.
“I’m afraid not,” the surgeon said, “The overdose did a lot of damage internally and her Bi-polar condition has become
worse”
“How could I have let it go on for so long?” Monique cried,
“She made a bad and stressful lifestyle choice” the surgeon added, “She’s paid a heavy price to reach the top”
A scream of agony echoed to the waiting room.
“Hopefully, she hasn’t sung her last song....” Monique said as a tear fell from her eyes. o




Nived Nanda
Year 4

MY TRIPTO
SABARIMALA

Lord Ayyappa . | always wanted

to go to Sabarimala but my Dad
said | have to be older. One day | heard
my Dad say to my Mum that we are going
to Sabarimala. | was very excited. Then
we took the “vritham’, wore black shirts
everyday, bathed in the morning and
we didn’t eat meat. We did this for 41
days and sometimes | felt like to eat
chicken but | said to myself that | have
to do this to get there.

After reaching India, we went to a
temple and put a black necklace.
Everyone called me Nived swami after
putting the necklace. We decided to go
to Sabarimala on the 23rd of December
with my uncle, grandpa, and a guru
swami (a guru swami is a person who
has gone to Sabarimala more than 7
times). Our guru swami had gone 40
times.

I had heard a lot of stories about

\We woke up early in the morning and
packed our bags. We took one bedsheet,
towel, clothes, toothbrush, soap etc in
a black bag. Then we went to a temple
for ‘kettunira’. I saw a lot of our relatives
who had come to see us off. The
guruswamy put coconut, money, rice,
ghee etc in a cloth and tied it and put it
on our heads and asked us to say
‘Swamiyae Ayappo’ loudly. Many of our
relatives put money in the “kettu’ on our
heads. All of us did that one by one.
| felt sad when | said bye bye to Mum.

It took a long time to get there. We
reached the Pamba river which is the
bottom of Sabarimala. We could see the
mountain from the bottom. We stayed
in a hotel. The hotel did not have any
beds. We were given mattresses to sleep
on the floor. My Dad and Uncle went to
buy dinner. It was idly and dosa. We ate
it and slept.
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The next day we were going to climb
the mala. We woke up early in the
morning when it was still very dark
outside. First, we bathed and started to
climb the mala. It was hard to climb the
mala and it was very crowded, but we
made it. Even my brother who always
asks Dad to carry him, climbed the mala
all by, himself. We walked through a
walkaway in the middle of the jungle.
Our guru swami got lost and luckily we
found him.

Then we went to the temple and
prayed to Lord Ayyappa. The
guruswamy broke all the coconuts at the
temple and put all the money in the
money box. We got lots of ‘prasadams’
and we started going down and went to
have a bath in Pamba. The water was
very cold and the river was crowded.
We had food before we went to get our
taxi. After a long journey, we stopped at
a restaurant, ate dinner and reached
our home at midnight. | was happy to
see my Mum.

My Mum asked me “How was the
trip?” 1 answered’ | feel like going again”.
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Rishabh Nair
Year 8

SRI SATHYA SAI BABA

(14

Love All, Serve All. Help
Ever, Hurt Never”; this was one
of the teachings of the globally
known spiritual leader Sri Sathya
Sai Baba (Sathyanarayana Raju)
who was born on the 23
November 1926 in a remote village
in Puttaparthi, Andhra Pradesh,
India. He died recently on the 24"
of April 2011 due to, as per the
doctors, cardio-respiratory
failure. Although his body was
buried in Puttaparthi, Baba’s
spirit and teachings still live
inside the hearts of his followers.
His last rites were performed by
his nephew Raj Ratnaker.

Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s teachings had attracted many
followers from around the world. Also his godly tricks of
materializing jewellery and vibuthi (holy ash) had not only
created more believers, but skeptics too. In 2011, he was
listed by the Watkins Review as one of the 100 most spiritual
and influential people in the world. Baba had established
many organisations, schools, colleges, hospitals and many
other charitable institutions.

When Baba was born in Puttaparthi, it was a small remote
South Indian village in Andra Pradesh. The place had a scarce
amount of educational institutions to teach the children in
the area. Also there weren’t good hospitals to cure people
from their injuries or illnesses. These days the village has
become very well-known and has many facilities too. The
village now has an extensive university complex, a super
specialty hospital, Chaitanya yoti (a world-religions

museum that has won several
international awards for
design), a planetarium, a railway
station, a hill-view stadium, an
administrative building, an
airport, an indoor sports stadium
and more. Baba’s 80" birthday
was celebrated in the village few
years ago and had brought more
than a million people to the once
—_hardly known village. Many
come from India and around the
world to visit the birth place of
Baba many times.

In 2005, Sathya Sai Baba
was forced to use a
wheelchair and make fewer public appearances due to his
failing health. The following year, a student on an iron stool
fell on Baba and Baba suffered a fractured hip. On the 28" of
March this year, he was admitted to the Sri Sathya Sai Super
Speciality Hospital at Prashantigram at Puttaparthi for
respiration related problems. A month later, Baba’s health
problems increased and he died on the 24™ of April 7:40 IST
at an age of 84. Sri Sathya Sai Baba had predicted that he
would die at an age of 94 and would stay fit till then. Devotees
say that he was referring to the lunar years, not to the solar
years and was using the Indian way of counting age.

When | was four years old, and my family was in Malaysia,
my parents started to go to bhajans that were dedicated to
Sri Sathya Sai Baba. His teachings helped them in their work
and general lifestyle. Soon Baba’s teachings had an impact
on me also. My prayers to him have helped me out of many
tough situations. o

Pooram is the great elephant pageant typical of certain temples in Kerala. Bejewelled
tuskers numbering ten to hundred, line up for this exotic spectacle with mahouts sitting
atop them. The temple festival is now a popular tourist attraction and many elephant
lovers travel to Kerala, India, to see this magnificent sight.




[ Chethana 2011 )
Kurunnu irunnu

Anantha Krishnan Venugopal
Year 10

are drawn together for a fight for peace,
but everything comes with a fee,
the lives of innocent soldiers swept neat.
Roaring guns and thundering jets for peace?
Will fighting solve problems? Will guns save lives?
But alas! The Satan devours meat,
the victory; good to be remembered,
but the wounds inflicted on that soldier,
will always be alongside him,
stalking him, preying on him,
tearing him down till only the bones remain.
Oh! But there are more who remain;
the grieving widowed, the unnerved fatherless.
Alas! In war; humanity will always be damned.

The two opposites, who should never meet,

Malavika Shashikumar
Year 11

|
At aresidence in Washington D.C
A man perches on a window ledge
-and LEAPS!
¥ .

HE is the mysterious O-MAN
commencing His nightly round
of random acts of heroism

Flying over the dark sky,
He spots a runaway goods train and
brings it to a screeching halt

In the Rockies

He sends an avalanche
POOF

tumbling

back uphill!

Then, with a single karate chop, POW, He
shatters an asteroid that otherwise would have destroyed
all life on Earth

Breakfast with the Obamas

— the next day;

“worried about Hillary Dear?”
“She can be stopped!”

God saves America

Comic is written in “free verse’ with a modern twist; ‘free
verse’ is a unique style of poetry free from any metaphor
or rhyme and follows random line lengths.
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Radhika Kayarat
1**Year Degree

Devil’s Cancer

ancer, a crippling and

destructive disease that

has a devastating effect
on those 1 in 2 of us that will be
diagnosed by the time we’re 85, but
luckily new technology and rapid
advancement in the field of medicine
has allowed us to effectively treat
many of those affected. But what if
cancer was contagious, easily
spread from one person to another;
imagine how many more people
would contract this terrible disease
and how much lower the survival
rate would be. This is exactly what
is happening right here in Australia
among one of our most loved little
beasts, the Tasmanian Devil and
unfortunately for the Devil, its
chance of survival is much bleaker.

It was a few months ago while | was
doing a Biology research assignment
that | came across the very disturbing
information on the deadly facial disease
sweeping through the island’s devil
population. A freak cancer passed on by
physical contact, it initially appears as
small lumps or lesions in and around the
animal’s mouth, but quickly grows into
ghastly tumours that leave the flesh raw
and rotting. The animal, unable to eat,
starves to death while in severe pain,
females lose their young and most
infected devils will die within a few
months of contracting the disease. It
shocked me to learn that in the 10 years
since this horrible cancer was found, it
has already wiped out nearly 70% of all
Tasmanian devils. The cancer’s 100%
mortality rate and its rapid spread means
that the devil may disappear off the face
of the earth in well under 10 years.

The cartoonish little creatures were
considered a nuisance by the Early
Settlers as they frequently hunted on
their poultry farms. Schemes were put
into place where farmers received a
bounty for every animal of this
abundant species that was killed. This
led to the Devil being culled to the brink
of extinction. It wasn’t until 1940 when
the last individual of the devil’s closest

species, the Tasmanian Tiger (which was
also heavily culled), died in captivity that
the island’s people realised what a
terrible problem they had caused. They
knew that they could never let
something like this happen again. But
less than 70 years since the Devil was
declared a protected species, it looks like
extinction is a very harsh reality. Human
beings may not directly be the cause of
this dreaded cancer but we are the
reason that no devils appear to be
resistant to the disease.

New DNA technology has allowed
scientists to sequence the genome of
around 200 devils from over the island,
only to find that there is very little
genetic difference between the
individuals. In any normal population
there is a large variety of genetic material,
each individual’s make up different to
the next. Itis this variation in genes that
allows some animals to develop
resistance to particular diseases, so in a
few generations most animals will be
immune. Unfortunately with the cheeky
Tazzy devil, human beings hunted them
so severely that most genetic variety
was lost. The Devil population today are
descendants of the small number of
animals that escaped the culling all those
years ago and can almost be considered
an inbred population. Numbers may be

high but the difference in genes
from one animal to another is very
small. It is because the devils all
have such similar genes that this
cancer has been so devastating;
none of the devils are able to fight
back. The mutant cancer cells are
so alike the devil’s own body cells
that it’s immune system does not
recognise it as an infection.

\olunteers are working tirelessly
in hand with zoos to capture and
quarantine any healthy devils,
creating an ‘insurance population’,
if they need to breed them up again
and reintroduce the species into the
wild should they die out. Genetic
research is also being conducted,
with little government funding, to try and
find a cure for this cruel disease. The
only way to save this Australian icon is
to raise public awareness and
understanding of this relatively
unknown issue, and for the local and
federal government to increase funds
and resources for the group of dedicated
individuals that are committed to pulling
this unique creature back from the cusp
of extinction.

The Tasmanian Devil is a loved
national symbol and is extremely
important to Tasmania’s ecology, but
due to our country’s past neglect and
lack of understanding, the Devil is now
facing imminent extinction. As human
beings we sometimes forget that the
world does not only belong to us and
that as the dominant species we have a
duty to protect the earth and everything
on it. Our past anthropocentric actions
are having present disastrous
consequences. We must accept
responsibility and work to restore the
devil to its former glory, preserving this
wonderful creature for generations to
come.

O

Radhi a has won the prestigious ohn
Curtin Scholarship for this Essay.
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LEADERS IN PACKAGED PUMP SYSTEMS

Peerless Australia Pty. Ltd. (PAL) is an
engineering company servicing the process
engineering, oll and gas, mining, power and
resource industries infernationally.

Since 19891, PAL has supplied a large
number of engineered pump packages with
engines, motors, controllers, hydraulic
systems, valves elc in Australia and to many major oil companies, petrochemical complexes, refineries and mining
companies internationally,

PAL s dedicated to the
marketing, equipment
design, installation and
commissioning of oil field
products,  representing
reputed multinational
companies in the industry.
PAL has qualified
professional engineers and marketing staff with the
background knowledge, experience and exposure in the
Egldﬁald. petrochemical industries, mining and marine
s.

Pearless Australla Pty Ltd
Level 1, 1 E Keams Crescant
Ardross WA 5153 Australia

Phone: +81 8 0456 1044 / 8364 4600
Fax: +51 B 9384 4700
Email; infodipeerlesaustralia.com. au

"W New store open at
shop 11 A, 9003

Ranford rd.
Southern River. WA

Buy $50 get a dvd free

Buy 3 dvds get 1 free
Buy 2 frozen veggies get 1 free
15% discount on phone cards




\X¥’hy not get your finance sorted before you
go house hunting?

Knowing how much you can borrow gives
you added bargaining power & peace of
mind.

Give me a call to discuss your options

Janeet Kollankandy
Finance Manager

A SELECT

0414 404 177 or 9276 8111
janeet.kollankandy@gmail.com

Unit 3, 222 Walter Road Morley WA 6062 ASIC Lic No 381645

ofo¢ CLUB TRAVEL

YOUR TRAVEL AGENCY OF CHOICE
NOW IN OUR 13™ YEAR OF BUSINESS

WE ARE: QUICK 4 EFFICIENT 4+ EXTREMELY FRIENDLY 4 AVAILABLE 24 HOURS DAILY AND WE HAVE MANY YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

We specialize in: .
Domestic and International Travel Gr‘oup Tours and C“‘”S‘?S
Package Holidays to All Major Destinations ki and Adventure Holidays

World Wide Hotel Bookings Travel Insurance
Visa and Passport Formalities Car Hire and )
Corporate and Leisure Travel All Other Travel Requirements

DOES YOUR TRAVEL AGENT MEET YOUR EXPECTATIONS?2?
IF NOT, GIVE US A CALL AND ASK FOR:
Bisha, Sue or David

8/29 Strickland Street Mt Claremont Western Australia 6010

Phone 08 9284 3223 Fax 08 9284 3224
Email: clubtravel @westnet.com.au
ABN NO 22 741 665 769 Lic No 9TA 00788




